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far greater extent than is heing done at
the moment.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Does this
include canned flsh and everything else?

The Hon. J. M. THOMSON: It includes
both frozen and canned fish, and the
figure I quoted was f.0.b. port of shipment.
The total figure covers all imports relating
to canned fish, fish in brine, salted fish,
frozen fish, and all others. This is some-
thing to which we should give a great deal
more consideration, The industry should
be developed to a far greater extent than
is the case at the moment,

I was rather interested to hear the re-
marks of somebody who was competent to
pass an opinion, particularly when he
talked about our carrying out our fishing
activities from the kitchen door. I feel
there is a good opportunity going begging
for some enterprising body of pecple to
establish a trawling industry somewhere
aleng the south coast. I know this was at-
tempted in 1949, and I am also aware of the
fact that the State Government was con-
siderably embarrassed over that deal.
There were also & few private individuals
who suffered as a result of the failure of
that project. Bui because that venture
failed T am not prepared to concede that
other similar ventures would also fail,
particularly if they were carried out by
men with business acumen.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: That
venture did not fail basically through lack
of fish.

The Hon. J. M. THOMSON: No, it did
not, but a survey proved conclusively
that the flsh are there in great numbers.
The repoert I have here was compiled by
a master (Mr. J. B. Duthie) who was later
in charge of one of the fishing trawlers.
The report is of tremendous interest and
econtains much valuable information in
regard to his observations and examina-
tions. The fish are in great numbers on the
edge of the continental shelf at the eastern
end of the bight, but we were hopeful they
would be found in abundance in close
proximity to the point from which they
were operating, However, according to
this report, such was not the case.

If any company sees fit t¢ move into
this field, every consideration and en-
encouragement should be given it by the
Department of Industrial Development.
We know that Japanese and Russian ships
are trawling off our coast, so the opera-
tion must be profitable; and if it is profit-
able for them it should be equally so to
any efficient company that is prepared to
operate in this industry.

Of course, modern ships, modern equip-
ment, and refrigeration would be needed;
and this was lacking in the 1949 venture
to which I have referred. That venture
was condemned to failure before it started.
At the time this venture was proposed
and commenced to get under way, much
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apathy was shown and disparaging re-
marks were made by people who should
have known hetter—people who should
have encouraged an industry of this kind.
We should exploit this industry to a greater
extent than we are doing at the present
time.

Before I conclude I wish to refer briefly
to another item. I would like to see the
Forests Department conduet n survey into
the possibility of establishing pine planta-
tions on the Crown lands at Albany, and
within the Denmark area. The department
must have information available to it
which we have not; and no doubt an
investigation and survey along those lines
would indicate the possibilities of the areas
to which I have referred. It is possible
to see the development that has taken
place in afforestation when one looks at
the 1964 report of the Forests Department.
The department established 14,560 acres
of pinus radigte, and 23,194 acres of pinus
pinaster.

If the survey I have referred to were
carried out, and afforestation could take
place in the Albany and Denmark areas,
it would be beneficial, not only from the
point of view of our softwood timber re-
quirements, but it would also foster the
paper pulp industry which, in time—these
things take quite a lot of time—would be
to the advanftage of Western Australia.
Whether this possibility exists, I do not
know, but I would appreciate the co-
operation and advice of the Forests De-
partment along these lines. I support the
motion.

Lebate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. A, F. Griffith (Minister for Mines).

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan—Minister for Mines) [8.49
pm.l1: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 23rd August.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 8.50 p.m.
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took the
Chair at 4.30 pm., and read prayers.

SUPPLY BILL
Assent
Message from the Governor received
and read notifying assent to the Bill.

QUESTIONS (21): ON NOTICE

ELECTRICITY SUPFLIES
Connections at Weekends: Refusal
1. Mr. DUNN asked the Minister for
Electricity:
What are the reasons why the
department will not connect
electric power fo premises on a
Saturday or Sunday?

Mr. NALDER replied:
It would be too costly to keep
office staff, meter fixers, mains
gangs, and other employees
standing by at penalty rates to
provide the service suggested.

DAIRYING INDUSTRY

Acetonaemia: Incidence and Prevention

Mr. RUNCIMAN asked the Minister

for Agriculture:

(1) Has there been any notable in-
crease in the incidence of ace-
tonaemia in dairy herds in
Western Australia?

(2) How seriously does the depart-
ment regard this disease?

(3) What steps are being taken in
regard to prevention and cure?

Mr. NALDER replied:

(1) It is not known if there has been
any notable increase in ace-
tonaemia in dairy herds as no
systematic investigation has been
made. It is very seasonal in in-
cidence and closely related to
feed conditions, which vary from
year to year.

(2) Limited evidence available sug-
gests that the disease is a real
cause of loss to the industry in
this State.

(3) The disease is world wide in in-
cidence and much research has
been carried out concerning its
nature and treatment.

An investigation is being plan-
ned with the initial objective to
determine the economic import-
ance of the disease in Western
Australia and the effectiveness of
existing preventive and treat-
ment procedures.

Advice to farmers is fully
available through extension offi-
cers, bulletins, and radio broad-
casts.

EQUAL PAY FOR THE SEXES

Implementation by the Government

Mr. FLETCHER asked the Premier:

(1) Relevant to The West Australian
of the 10th February, 1866, lead-
ing article heading that My,
Brand has dodged the equal
pay issue and in view of same
Press comment that the in-
dustrial commission considers that
authority not competent t{o grant
equality of pay for women—
fa) does he intend to grant like

the South Australian Labor
Government (The West Aus-
tralian, 30/6/1966) equal pay
by administrative action to
female Government employees
this financial year; or

(b)) next financial year?



(2)
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Alternatively, is legislative acticn
likely prior fo the next State elec-
tion to give the arbitration com-
mission authority to grant equal
pay?

Mr. NALDER (for Mr. Brand) replied:

)

2

(a) and (b) The statement ap-
pearing in The West Australian
on the 9th February, 1966, which
apparenily prompted the leading
article referred to, defines the
Government's views in regard to
“equal pay'.

Answered by (1).

CARDIAC IMPLANTABLE PACEMAKERS

4. Mr.

Number I'mported
GRAYDEN asked the Minijster

for Industrial Development:

8y

(2)

a)

Is he aware that—

(a) More than eight commercial
organisations in four coun-
tries are producing cardiac
pacemakers;

The gross production of the
two companies producing the
pacemakers used by Royal
Perth Hospital exceeds 11,000
units representing $7.8 mil-

()

lion;
(c) The cost of components in
the pacemaker type and

models used by Royal Perth
Hospital does not exceed $48
per pacemaker;

The current cost of pace-
makers to Royal Perth Hos-
pital is $430 and $868 per

(d)

unit;
(e) There is no commercial
manufacturer for cardiac

pacemakers in Australia?

As the report of the usage of cay-
diac pacemakers by the National
Heart Foundation for the period
1961-1964 is compiled only on
data for which adequate follow-
up information was available and
does not reflect the total usage
of cardiaec pacemakers in Aus-
tralia, will he undertake to estab-
lish the total importation of car-
diac pacemakers into Australia
and provide an assessment as to
the cost involved for the period
1961-657

. COURT replied:

(a) I am aware that there are a
number of companies dotni-
ciled in various countries pro-
ducing cardiac pacemakers.

I do not know the exact num-
ber of companies or their
location.

I do not know the total num-
her of units produced by the

(b}

5.

6.

(2)

385

companies manufacturing the
pacemakers used at Royal
Perth Hospital but it is
assumed the number would be

considerable if their units
have international clinical
acceptance.

(¢} A current assessment of the
vaiue of components used in
a pacemaker is not available.
In 1963 the value of the com-
ponents then used was as-
sessed and it was estimated
that their value was in excess
of $100.

It is pointed out that the
components would be a very
small proportion of the cost
involved in the production of
8 pacemaker. Lahour, over-
heads, and developmental
costs, would all be consider-
able and be reflected sub-
stantially in the market price
of this medical apparatus.
The cost of pacemakers to the
Royal Perth Hospital at the
present time ranges from $480
to $888 per unit.

(e} Yes.

A sutvey conducted by the
National Heart Foundation on the
usage of cardiac pacemakers re-
vealed that from April, 1961 until
the first few months of 1865, 191
implantations were made in Aus-
tralia,

This is presumably the total usage
of cardiac pacemakers during that
period in Australia.

Detailed analysis was made of 181
of these implantations as adequate
follow-up data was available for
this number only.

I will endeavour to obtain some
later information which is not
available locally.

(d)

STATE SUPERANNUATION FUND
Legislation to Increase Pension Rales

My,

1

2)

Mr.

(13

to 9.

HAWKE asked the Premier:

Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to introduce legislation dur-
ing the current session of Parlia-
ment to increase the smaller rates
of pension now being paid under
the State superannuation fund?
If so, is such legislation likely to
be introduced in the near future?

NALDER (for Mr. Brand) replied:
and (2 Consideration is being
given Lo pension rates along with
other budgetary proposals for this
year and the Government’s inten-
tions will he announced when the
Budget is brought down.

These questions were postponed.
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RAILWAYS

New Station at Midland: Completion, and

10.

Letting of Kiosks

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Railways:

(1) When is it expected the pro-
posed new station at Midland
will be completed?

(2) Have tenders or any arrange-
ments been made for the hiring
of kiosks on the new station?

(3) If the answer is “No,” when will
tenders or other arrangements
for hiring be made?

(4) What type of kiosks will be
available for public patronage?

Delay in New Service to Perth

(5) What 1s the cause of the hold-up
in opening the new service to
Perth, ie., “Kiss and Ride” ser-
vice?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) Commencement of work on the
proposed station is dependent on
re-examination of the require-
ments of the standard gauge pro-
ject in the Midland area.

(2) No.

(3) Answered by (1),

(4) No firm decision has been made
in this regard.

(5) Inauguration of the service is
planned to coincide with the
opening of the new terminal.
Existing facilities at Midland
are inadequate for the proposed
train and bus services.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD

Betting Tickels: Methods of Payment

11.

and Cancellation

Mr., TONKIN asked the Minister for

Police;

(1) Has the T.A.B. departed from its
general practice which, aceording
to information given by him to
the Legislative Assembly on the
17th November last year, was to
pay out according to the ticket
presented?

(2) Does the T.AB. keep a record of
each instance where payment on
a winning ticket is refused on
presentation?

(3) When wrong tickets are issued
from machines and bettors have
refused acceptance, what pro-
cedure is standard practice if
such tickets, because of inadver-
tence, are not cancelled prior to
the running of the race for which
the tickets were issued?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) No.

{2) No; but if a specific case could
be cited it is possible that the

board would be able to trace
some record thereof,

{3) The person in charge of the
totalisator agency is required to
pay both the amount of the bet
and the tax thereon to the board,
but is not permitted to pay such
bet as & winning bet.

12. This gquestion was postponed.

POISON 1080
Chemical Analysis

13. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Agriculture:

In respect of 1080 poison, what

are—

(a) the chemicals used in its
manufacture; and

(h) its chemical analysis?

Mr. NALDER replied:

(a) Chemicals used in manufacture:
Not known, but could be methyl
chloroacetate and potassium
fluoride, or methyl fluoroacetate
and sodium hydroxide.

(h) Chemical analysis:

(i) The chemical
FCH.,COONa.
(ii} The method of detection, e.g.
for residues, is given in the
Official Methods of Analysis
of the Association’ of Official
Agricultural Chemists, 10th
Edition 1965, Items 24.153—

24.161, pp. 399-402,

(iii} Method of analysis for purity
is given in the World Health
Organisation Publication,
Specifications for Pesticides,
2nd Edition 1861)
WHO/SRT/5 pp. 233-9.

WATER SUPPLIES

formula is

Perth: Bores, and Analysis of Waier
14, Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

(1} How many bores are used in con-
nection with Perth water supply?

(2) What is the full analysis of water
produced by these bores?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) Twelve. Nine in a normal sum-
mer and an additional three in
an exceptionally hot summer.

(2) An analysis of water from the
Mounts Bay road bore, No. 2,
which is reasonably representa-
tive of that normally used in sum-
mer time, is—

Mr. W. Hegney: Leave the fluoride out.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The
fluoride is in.

Mr. Btckerton: What are you grizzling
about?
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ROSS HUTCHINSON: There is

not enough of it. The table is as
follows:—
Mineral Matter—Parts Dper
Million.
Manganese, Mn.—less than
0.02.
Calcium, Ca—13.
Magnesium, Mg—11.
Sodium, Na—402.
Potassium, K—14,
Bicarbonate, HCOQ:—213.
Carbonate, CO,—Nil
Sulphete, S0.—42.
Chloride, C,—533.
Nitrate, NOs—less than 1.
Silica, Si0O—14.
Iron, Fe—0.1.
Aluminium, Al—2.
Fluoride, F—0.4.

Cornell: No water at all!

WUNDOWIE CHARCOAL IRON AND

STEEL INDUSTRY

Writing Down of Stock, and Timber

15. Mr.

Rights
HAWKE asked the Minister for

Industrial Development:

o)

(2)

3

4}

5}

Mr.

§5)

2)
&)
(4}

Have stocks of pig iron at the
Wundowie Charcoal Iron and
Steel Industry been written down
during the last twelve months to
below cost and therefore below
market value?

If not, have they been written
down at all and, if so, to what ex-
tent?

Has the substantizal value of land
purchased on behalf of the Wun-
dowie Charcoal Iron and Steel
Industry for removal of timber
therefrom been taken into the ac-
counts of the industry?

If the answer to any of the fore-
going questions is “Yes”, was any
disapproval expressed from any
quarter?

If so, by whom?

COURT replied:

No.

At the present time I am consider-
ing a proposal to write down the
value of 54 tons of pig iron from
its book value to $20 per ton.
This particular bateh of pig iron
is high in sulphur content, and is
unsaleable in its present form.

It is proposed that it be progres-
sively remelted.

See answer to (1),
Yas,

and (5) See footnote.

Note: Reference (4) and (5).

As at the 30th June, 1965, stocks
were revalued at the suggestion of
the management to more realistic
commercial values. Previously
stocks of pig iran were taken into

16.

account at cost of produciion,
which in some cases was above
market value.

The board objected to the amount
of writing down proposed.
Reference was made to stock re-
valuation adjustments when the
Wundowie Bill was hefore Parlia-
ment last session.

PRIMARY SCHOOLS: FENCING
Departmental Policy

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Does his department’s policy in
any way allow for the erecting of
fences around primary schools?

Carnarvon and Exmoulh

(2) If "Yes”, will he give early and
favourable consideration to—

(a) the completion of fencing the

primary school grounds at
Carnarvon; and

(b) the fencing of the school
grounds at Exmouth?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

17.

{1) Fencing of schools is provided
where there is a deflnite traffic
hazard or danger from straying
stock.

(2) (a) and (b) Consideration has
been given to fencing both of
these schools but it has been de-

pided that it is nat nanagearr
uuuuuuuuu noL TS Iy,

EGGS AND BUTTER
Production Costs, and Soles
Mr. GAYFER asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
Concerning eggs and butter—

(1) What quantity is produced in
Western Australia and Australia?

(2) At what price?
(3) What quantity is sold—
(a) overseas.
(b) interstate?
(4) At what price? s

Mr. NALDER replied: -

(1) Quantity produced:

Western Australia Australia
Eges  Butter Egre Buiter

m. doz. tons m. doz. tons
1942-63 e 7.8 6,085 110.4 201,272
168364 ... 8.3 6,080 111.2 202,640
1964-65 e 8.6 7,702 124.1 203,485
(2) Price:
Weslern &ustra.lm Auatralia
Egpa*  Butter Eggs®  Butteri
Cunts/(loz Cent.s/lb Centa/doz. Cents/lb,
1062-63 ... 38 33, 32 36.7
1983-64 ... 35 33. (l 37 33.0
1964-85 ... 33 36.0 33 30.0
106a-66 . 40 N.A. N.A. N.AL

* XNet to prodncers,
1 Ex factory. Fqualiged throughont Australia
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(3) Quantity sold by Western Austra-
lia:
Egps Butter
daz. 1h.
1862.62  Overseas 1,340,756 123.400
Tuterstate 37,200 420,578
1903-64 Overseas . 088,472 78,666
_ Intemstate 20,700 221,110
1904-65 Overseas .. 1,062,821 78,088
Interstate 17,400 289,404

(4) Export price for Western Aus-

tralian sales:

Eggs Butter

Cents/doz.; Cents/tb.}

1962-63  Oversens a8 27
Interstate .. 58 46
1963-64 Owverseas a8 26
Interstate ... 56 T
1984-63  Overseas 30 26
Interstate 48

52
t F.O.B. or on rail.

MILK.-

Production, and Comparison of Prices

18. Mr. GAYFER asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1> What quantity of milk was pro-

(2)

Mr.

)

2y

duced in Western Australia over
the past three years?

Is the Western Australian price of
milk to the consumer comparable
with the Eastern States?

NALDER replied:

Total production of milk for all
pUrposes:

1963-64—57,162.000 gallons.
19684-65—61,883,000 gallons.
1965-66—61,799,000 gallons.

The price to the consumer for
one-pint bottles of milk in the
various States is as follows:—
Western Australin—10 cents.

New South Wales—11 cents,
Vietoria, Queensland, South Aus-
tralia, and Tasmania—9 cents.

WUNDOWIE CHARCOAL IRON AND

STEEL INDUSTRY

Australian National Indusiries: Agreement

19. Mr.

)

(2}

(3}

4

for Part Disposal
HAWEKE asked the Premier:

Was the Board of Management of
the Wundowie Charceal Iron and
Steel Industry in the confidence of
the Government in its negotiations
with representatives of Australian
National Industries?

Was the board asked for its views
on the proposed agreement with
ANI. before the agreement was
finalised ?

What concessions does the agree-
ment give to the company in rela-
tion to—

(a) freight rates;

(b) write-down of capital?

What is the amount of manage-
ment fee now being paid or to be
paid per month by the Govern-
ment to the company for manag-
ing the Charcozl Iron and Steel
Industry at Wundowie?

(5}

(6)

7

1)

2)

(&)

(4)
(5)

(6)

&)

Is the same management person-
nel as existed prior to the agree-
ment being made with AN.I. still
carrying out the managerial and
supervisory operations covering
the industry at Wundowie?

What price is to be charged to the
company for hot metal to be sup-
plied by the Wundowie Charcoal
Iron and Steel Industry to the
company for use in the company’s
foundry?

When is a copy of the agreement
as made between the Government
and ANI. to he placed before
Parliament and therehy made
public?

. NALDER (for Mr. Brand) replied:

Yes.
The Minister for Industrial Devel-
opment had discussions with the
board of management regarding
the A.N.I. proposal. prior to the
agreement between the Govern-
ment and the company being
finalised and signed.

The board members had ample

gpportunity to comment on

ANI's. proposal during the dis-

cussions referred to in the answer

to (1) and prior to finality and
signing.

(a) and (b) None to the com-

pany, but if this question refers

to the Wundowie industry as dis-
tinct from the private company,
then the anwers are—

{(a} None,

(b) $2,207,102.

The need for this write-down was

explained to Parliament last ses-

sion. .

$1,250.

Yes, with additional assistance on

duties related to finanace. AN.I.

also provide additional top level
advice and supervision.

(a) Castings for sale locally, at
the price per ton of industry
pig iron to standard specifi-
caticn delivered Perth less
cost of cartage and pigging.
This results in a price, at the
present time, of $48 per ton.

(b) For castings for sale outside
the State, a basic price of $38
per ton plus 25 per cent. of the
foundary proflt before tax.

(Note—In the agreement the
hasic price is $34 per ton but
this is subject to any increase
or decrease in the price of
B.H.P. pig iron, which has re~
cently increased by $4 per
ton.)

When the ratifying Bill is intro-
dueed in the near future.
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MOTOR VEHICLE (THIRD PARTY

INSURANCE) TRUST

Premiums Committee; Meetings

20. Mr.

and Membership
DURACK asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Local
Government;

(1}

@

(kY

4)

(5)

(6}

“h

(o8
2)

(&)
(CY

Has the committee known as the

Premiums Committee met since

its last report was laid before

Parliament on the 12th November,

16637

If “Yes"—

{(a) how often has it met:

(b} what was the purpose and
result of its deliberations?

If “No” to (1), why has no meet-
ing been held?

Who were the “participating ap-
proved insurers” in the Motor
Vehicle Insurance Trust on the
30th June, 1959°?

What participating approved in-
surers have withdrawn from the
trust since that date?

What participating approved in-
surers have transferred their in-
terest in the fund and who are
the transferee insurers in each
case?

Have any insurers been admitted
to the trust since the said date
otherwise than by transfer?

. NALDER replied:

Yes.

(a) On the 10th May, 1966, and
the 20th July, 1966.

(b) The purpose of the meetings
was to consider a report of
the Motor Vehicle Insurance
Trust showing the financial
position as at the 31lst Dec-
ember, 1965, compared with
that envisaged by the com-
mittee in 1963. Investiga-
tions are continuing and the
committee will meet again
when the acecounts of the
trust, as at the 30th June,
19668, are available.

Not applicable.

Participating approved insurers
as at the 30th June, 1959:
Alliance Assurance Co. Litd.
Atlas Assurance Co. Litd.
Australian Alliance Assurance
Co.
Bankers' and Traders' Insur-
ance Co. Ltd.
British Traders’ Insurance Co.
Lid.
Caledonian Insurance Com-
pany.
Century Insurance Co. Ltd.
Chamber of Manufactures Ltd.
Ceclonial Mutual Fire Insur-
ance Co. Ltd.

Commercial Union Assurance
Co. Ltd. (name now changed
to Commercial Union Assur-
ance Co, of Australia Lim-
ited.)

Cornhill Insurance Co. Ltd,

Edward Lumley & Sons (W.A.)
Pty. Ltd,

Employers’ Liability Assur-
ance Corp, Ltd.

Guardian Assurance Co. Ltd.

Hartford Fire Insurance Com-
pany.

Harvey Trinder {(Aust.) Pty.
Ltd. (name now changed to
Porsaith, Bucknell & Liggins
(W.A)) Pty. Ltd.)

Initzx;jance Office of Australia

Lancashire Insurance Com-
pany.

Legal & General Assurance:
Society Litd.

Liverpool & London & Globe
Insurance Co. Lid.

London & Lancashire Insur-
ance Ca, Ltd.

Mercantile Mutual Insurance
Co. Ltd.

National Insurance Company
of New Zesaland Litd.

New Zealand Accident Insur-
ance Company.

New Zealand Insurance Com-
pany Limited.

(The above &two companies
have since merged to New
Zealand Insurance Com-
pany Limited)

North British & Mercantile
Insurance Company Limited
{name now changed to
North British & Merecantile
Insurance Company of Aus-
tralia Limited.)

Northern Assurance Company
Limited.

Norwich Union Fire Insurance
Society Limited.

Ocean Aceident & Guarantee
Corporation Limited (name
now changed to Ocean Acci-
dent & Guarantee Corpora-
tion of Australia Limited.)

Palatine Insurance Company
Limited (name now changed
to Palatine Insurance Com-
pany of Australia Limited.)

Pearl Assurance Company
Limited.

Perpetual General Insurance
& Guarantee Company
Limited (name now changed
to City Mutual General In-
surance Limited).

Phoenix Assurance Company
Limited.

Provincial Insurance Com-
pany Limited.

Queensland Insurance Com-
pany Limited.
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Royal Exchange Assurance of

London.

Royal Insurance Company
Limited.

Scottish Insurance Corpora-
tion Ltd.

Scottish Union & National In-
surance Company.

Sea Insurance Company Lim-
ited.

South British Insurance Com-
pany Lid.

Southern Unien Insurance
thginpany of Australia Lim-
i

Standard Insurance Company
Limited.

State Government Insurance
Office.

Steeves Agnew & Company
(W.A) Piy. Lid,

Sun Insurance Office Limited.

Union Assurance Society Lim-
ited (name now changed to
Union Assurance Society of
Ausfralia Limited.)

United Insurance Company
Limited.

Victoria Insurance Company
Limited.

Western Assurance Company.

W.A. Insurance Company
Limited.

Westralian Farmers Co-oper-
ative Limited.

Yorkshire Insurance Company
Limited.

(5) Withdrawals from the 30th

June, 1959:

South British Insurance Co.
Ltd.—withdrew as at the
30th June, 1959.

West Australian Insurance
Company.

Standard Insurance Com-
pany Limited.

Hartford Fire Insurance
Company.

National Insurance of New
Zealand.

Cornhill Insurance Com-
pany.

Atlas Assurance Company
Limited.

Australian and Eastern In-
surance Company Limited.

Pacific Insurance Company
Limited.

Perpeiual General Insurance
and Guarantee Company
Limited.

Royal Exchange of London.

United Insurance Company
Limited.

The Switzerland General In-
surance Company has
given notice of intention
to withdraw as from the
30th June, 1967.

{8) Sinee the passing of the Motor

Vehicle (Third Party Insur-
ance) Act (No. 2 of 1963), i.e.,
No. 71 of 1963, Messrs. Edward
Lumley & Sons have transferred
a poriion of their percentage in-
terest in the trust. The trans-
ferees, as a result, are as follows:

Ajax Insurance Co. Lid.

Associated General Contrac-
tors Insurance Company
Litd.

Ausiralian and International
Insurances Lid.

Bell Insurance Co, Pty. Ltd.

Australian and Eastern Insur-
ance Co. Litd.

Consolidated Insurances of
Australia Ltd.

London Assurance.

Pacific Insurance Co. Lid.
rudential Assurance Com-
pany Litnited.

R.A.C. Insurance Pi{y. Lid.

South Australian Insurance
Company Ltd.

Switzerland General Insur-
ance Company Ltd.

T. & G. Fire & General In-
surance Company Ltd.

Vanguard Insurance Com-
pany Limited.

Western Australian Insur-
ance Co. (Canberra) Ltd.

(7) New participants could only be

admitted to the trust following
the passing of the Motor Vehicle
(Third Party Insurance) Act,
(No. 2 of 1963), ie., No. Tl of
1963. As from the 1st July,
1964, the following companies
have become participants:

Ajax Insurance Co. Ltd.

Associated General Contrac-
tors Insurance Company
Limited.

Australian and International
Insurances Ltd.

Australian and Eastern In-
surance Co. Ltd.

Bell Insurance Co. Pty. Ltd.

Consolidated Insurances of
Australia Ltd.

London Assurance.

Pacific Insurance Co. Ltd.

Prudentia! Assurance Com-
pany Litd.

R.A.C. Insurance Pty. Ltd.

South Australian Insurance

Coy. Ltd.
Switzerland General Insur-
ance Co. Ltd.

T. & G. Fire & General In-
surance Co. Ltd.

Vanguard Insurance Com-
pany Limited.

Western Australian Insurance
Company (Canberra) Ltd.

Northumberland Insurance

Co.
Transport & General Insur-
ance Co.
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WATER SUPPLIES
Geraldton: Completion of Allanooka Main

21. Mr. SEWELL asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

(1) Is he aware that owing to the
light winter rains, resulting in
practically no run-off of water in
the Wicheriha reservoir catch-
ment area, Geraldton could be
facing an acute shortage of
domestic water in the summer
period?

(2) If so, will he take the necessary
action to have the proposed water
main from the Allanooka supply
completed to the Geraldton reser-
voirs before the summer com-
mences?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) There has been no run-off into
the Wicherina reservoir this
winter. However, there is suffici-
ent underground water available
to compensate for this and only
minor restrictions, if any, are
envisaged during the coming
summer.

{2) The necessary finance and mater-
ials are not available to complete
the Allanooka scheme prior to the
planned completion date of De-
cember, 1967.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
MITCHELL FREEWAY

Opei-cut and Tunnel: Comparative
Costs

Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister

for Works:

Will he table tomorrow gall rele-
vant papers dealing with the facts
and figures in connection with the
costs of an gpen-cut excavation as
oprosed to a tunnel at that por-
tion of the Freeway opposite Par-
liament House?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

There are no detailed figures
drawn up in regard to the cost of
developing, by tunnelling, the first
phase of the Mitche]ll Freeway.
The figures I gave were given to
the Australian Labor Parliament-
ary Branch through its secretary;
and I gave an approximate figure
which tried roughly to estimate
what the cost of tunnelling might
be.

, Bickerton: In other words, you
do not know which would be the
cheaper?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Mr. Speak-
er, as the honourgble member
knows, this is quite ridiculous and
I do not think it bears answer-
ing.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: EIGHTH DAY
Motion
Debate resumed, from the 16th August,

on the following motion by Mr. W. Al
Manning:—

That the following Address be pres-
ented to His Excellency the Governor
in reply to the Speech he has been
pleased to deliver to Parliament:—

May it please your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR. MAY (Collie}) [4.48 p.m.]: Having
been assgciated with the senior officers of
Parliament for the past 20 years, I feel I
should take this opportunity to express
my congratulations to them on the higher
appointments they have received during
this present session of Parliament. I would
also like to say that I appreciate very much
the help and assistance they have given
me over the past 20 years in my position in
this Parllament as a member for Collie.

Referring to the Barracks Archway, over
which there has been so much said for
and against, it occurred to me as I came
over the Narrows Bridge and saw all the
paraphernalia at the southern end of the
bridge that it would not be a bad idea
if the archway were taken to where the
Old Mill is5 situated. I am sure the member
for South Perth would appreciate it,

A great deal has been said in regard to
two sessions of Parliament. I believe two
sessions of Parliament would be apprecia-
ted, if the Covernment saw fit to intro-
duce them. I suggest that March, April,
and May would be the appropriate months
for the first session, and that September,
October, and November would be the
months for the second session.

I do not know, but I feel sure that
members will agree with me that when
we leave Parliament House late at night
or early in the morning. the weather some-
times is not conducive to the best of good
health. We leave this building with its
certain amount of warmth and we go out
into the cold, collect our cars, and away
we go. From that point of view alone, it
would be beneficial o the members of Par-
liament if we were to have two sessions
each year.

I want to say a few words about the
Forests Department and the disability it
brings to the Collie electorate,

Mr. Bovell: What about the advantages?

Mr. MAY: I would be happy to enumer-
ate them if there were any.

Mr. Bovell: Do you know that the tim-
ber industry is much more important to
Western Australia than the cosal industry?
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Mr. MAY: The Minister would not be
game to come outside and say that.

The SPEAKER: Order! I do not think
I can allow challenges to be made in this
House. The Minister is completely dis-
arderly by interjecting.

Mr. MAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker; I
appreciate that. The Forests Depariment
takes up 80 per cent. of the Collie elector-
ate and, as a consequence, the people of
Collie are rated to the maximum {o help
make up the shortage which should be met
by the Forests Department. The Forests
Department pays ne¢ rates or subsidies. 1
would say to the Minister who recently
interjected that if the Forests Department
is such an asset to the State, I do not see
any earthly reason why it should not pay
some comnpensation to the electorate of
Collie to make up for the rates which it
does not pay.

I will read an extract from the Daily
News of the 4th August. It is as fol-
lows:—

Local authorities will meet in
Bridgetown on September 10 to dis-
cuss loss of revenue to councils with
big areas of unratable forest land.

Two delegates from each of 49
councils from Gingin to Albany will be
invited to the meeting.

Bridgetown Shire Clerk E. C. Moly-
neux said today that invitations would
go to all authorities affected by
forestry or pine plantations.

1 think the Minister for Forests should
have a good look at that. To continue
the article—

“Councils we may have omitted in
compiling the list will also be wel-
come,” he said.

The meeting is expected to prepare
a case for fAnancial help from the
State Government.

It will follow a meeting last month
of delegates from seven South-West
councils on proposals to protect
councils with unratable forest reserves.

That meeting was told State forests
made up a big part of some munici-
palities, that councils would not be in
financial difficulties if State forests
were ratable.

It is anticipated there will be 49 coun-
cils from throughout the State represented
at the conference, and I think it is a mat-
ter to which the Government should give
serious consideration, One can only get
away with this sort of thing for a cer-
tain time and if the Government continues
to force shire councils and municipalities
to rate to the maximum, in order to make
up for what should be met by the Forests
Department, I think there will be some
trouble in the months ahead.

The question of water rates also crops
up. and this reference will apply to the
old cry, “Go to the country young man.”

ASSEMBLY.)

I received from che President of the Pen-
sioners’ League in Collie a letter which
reads as follows:—

Dear Sir,

As a result of taxation department
revaluations water rates in the resi-
dential areas of Collie have been in-
creased by 25 per cent. and more.

This savage increase has hit Collie
pensioners who own their own
homes. Are there no steps that can
be taken to alleviate the lot of local
pensioners? The cost of living has
gone up by more than two dollars a
week. Soon the Shire Council will
be issuing their rate notices. Are
these to be based, like the water rates,
on a 25 per cent. increase?

You will be interested in this, Mr. Speaker.
To continue—

The Taxation department has re-
valued residential properties at Donny-
brook, the increase being about 13 per
cent, Why should Collie valuations be
increased twice as high as Donny-
brook ?

Why have the rates at Collie been in-
creased twice as much as those at Donny-
brook?

Mr. Hawke: That is a complicated ques-
tion,

Mr. MAY: Mr. Speaker has probably got
the answer; I hope he has. A property at
132 Wittenoom Street, Collie, was rated
last year at $32.30. This year, the same
property—which is a very old wooden
building—has gone up to $58.80. That gives
some idea of what is happening to the
people who do go to the country to help
develop this State. Have members ever
heard of anything so silly? I can quote
the case of a property in South Perth
which is six times the value of the one in
Collie, where the water rate is $48.76. I
cannot see where there is any value in
the term "“Go to the country young man
to make a living.”

I think it is terrible to think we are
calling on people to pay such steep in-
creases, Why is it? Why should it be so?
If any steep increases are to be made in
water rates, they should be made in the
metropolitan area, where a fair percentage
of the people have no intention of going
to the country. Why should we penalise
those people who do go to the ecuntry?
God hlcrmws what the shire council rates
will he!

Another problem which is causing scme
concern in Collie is the catchment area
for Wellington Dam. Collie itself does not
gain one iota from Wellington Dam. The
dam is there for the privilege of the peoplc
in the wheatbelt and for irrigating proper-
ties in the south-west. Yet as a result of
the catchment area and the dam the people
in the Collie electorate are not able to
ohtain one foot of land. We cannot go on
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penalising people like that. First it is the
Forests Department; and now it is the
catchment area. I do not know what the
next will be, but somebody has to do some-
thing about these things.

There was some talk recently about the
cost of fertiliser going up and there was
an immediate outery from the farmers for
an increase in the subsidy on super. I do
not blame them, but I do not see why
one section of the community should be
spoon-fed while others are penalised to
the extent I have just mentioned.

The Government, or at least some mem-
bers of it, must give this matter further
consideration. Time and again in this
Chamber we have heard of what the
Forests Department is doing, particularly
to the people in the south-wes{., But
nobody ever seems to take any notice of
it. Yet the Minister tells me that what
the department is doing will prove to be
of benefit to the people of the Btate. That
is probably so, but why should something
which will be of benefit to the State be
allowed to cause so much difficulty for the
people in the area concerned? The Gov-
ernment cannot have it both ways.

1 agree that the Forests Department
does a good jaob, and I agree also that when
the Forests Department takes over land
on which there is no timber it prevents
that land from being allocated by the
Lands Department. Not a skerrick of land
is available in the Collie district for that
very reason, and it is a eontinual curse so
far as the people of Collie are concerned.
We all realise that it is necessary to have
land set aside for forestry purposes, and
as water catchment areas, but some com-
pensation should be granted, in some way,
for the Qisability it causes. This applies
particularly to the Collie district.

In Collie there are large numbers of
pensioners, and there is a reason for them.
In December, 1960, when 500 men from
the mines were put out of work, the State
Housing Commission had at least 150
homes vacant—both rental and purchase
homes—and the people who had been buy-
ing homes lost the lot because they had
to shift elsewhere. 'There was no chance
of any other industry, in which the men
who were losing their jobs on the mines
could be employed, being established in the
Collie district. As a consequence the State
Housing Commission had a brainwave and
whenever a pensioner, anywhere in the
State, applied for a house, he was told,
“If you gao to Collie straightaway we can
provide you with a house”, and that is
how those empty houses were filled. The
State Housing Commission wanted to make
a virtue out of a necessity.

We have a few vacant houses in Collie,
but the claim is that there are no vacant
houses at all; and that position has heen
brought about by the fact that pensioners
from all over the State were given the
opportunity of taking over the houses
vacated by the miners.
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In 1960 the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment said that as a result of talks
we had about people bheing put out of
employment, Hawker Siddeley would build
the most up-to-date mill in Australia at
Collie, That was six years ago and, ever
since, I have been trying to find this
mill. I know the Minister gave me some
explanations as to why it had not been
built, but he was under the impression,
at the time, that he would be able to
overcome the difficulties involved. How-
ever, last week, in the local paper of the
11th August, under bhig black headlines
which read, "Long Delay With New Tim-
ber Mill” the following article appeared:—

Hawker Siddeley Pty. Ltd. has told
the shire council that there will be a
long delay before further thought is
given to the erection of a new timber
mill in Collie.

In a letter to the council last week
the secretary said that the Lands De-
partment had refused to give the com-
pany a freehold title to land that it
reguired in the Patstone-street indus-
trial area.

I do not know whether the Minister for
Lands knows anything about it. ‘The
article continues—

Without the security of tenure
given by freehold title it was not a
sound preposition to build a modern
mill in Collie, he said.

The negotiations with the Lands
Department had been going on for a
lonz time and during that neriod it
had been necessary for the company
to turn its attention elsewhere.

It would be a long time before atten-
tion was again given to the Collie
project.

Recently the council asked Hawker
Siddeley Pty. Ltd. if it intended to
proceed with its plan, announced
four years ago, to huild a modern tim-
ber mill at Collie.

That says four years ago. It should be

six years ago. The article continues—

After negotiations concerning the

use of a railway siding in the old

Co-operative mine area had delayed

its plans the company set April, 1964,

as the target date for the new mill.

However, further difficulties oceur-

red during which Hawker Siddeley

announced from time to time that an

early start with construction was ex-
pected.

When the company first announced
that it would build a modern mill at
Collie it said that smaller mills it
operated in the distriet would then be
closed. The intention was to con-
centrate activities in Collie.

I would like the Minister for Industrial
Development to let me know, or let the
people of Collie know, why that big tim-
ber mill which was promised has not been
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built. I know that when the Minister gave
me the information about the mill being
built he was quite sincere about it, I
repcatedly asked him what progress was
being made and he told me he was hav-
ing trouble in regard to it. I will be per-
fectly frank about this; the Minister told
me there was some {rouble in regard to
Amalgamated Collieries, which held some
mining leases in the distriet. This Gov-
ernment could not, or apparently would
not—it is one of the two—cancel the
leases so that the mill could be built, If
I am wrong, I hope the Minister will tell
me about it; but the impression I got was
that the Government was having diffi-
culty because of this.

As a consequence, since 1960 not one
new industrial concern has been estab-
lished in Collie. All the efforts of the
Government appear to have heen centred
in the northern part of the State. Yet
the Government will allow an area like
Collie to become neglected—an area which
is right in the heart of the south-west,
and which has an assured rainfall. We
can get nobody to take an interest in
Collie and establish an industry, or some-
thing, that will take the place of the min-
ing industry so that those miners who are
losing their jobs can be employed. Nothing
has been done in Collie to compensate for
what has been done to the coalmining
industry.

Mr. Court: What about the power sta-
tion? Isn't that a major industry?

Mr. MAY: How many men will it take?

Mr, Court: But it is a major industry.

Mr. MAY: It is a major industry. but
it is being built there hecause some of the
other power houses will be cutting down on
their consumption of coal. The Minister
knows that.

Mr. Court: What does that matter?
Collie is getting a major industry and a
maegnificent power station.

Mr. MAY: I will touch on that point

later on when I come to the questipn of
Collie coal.

Mr. Court: You don't want to forget
this. If involves a multimillion-pound in-
vestment.

Mr. MAY: How many men will it em-
ploy? That is the point.

Mr. Court: Quite a few; and it will give
them regular employment.

Mr. Hawke: How many?

Mr. MAY: It will not employ one-fifth
of the men put off in 1960.

Mr. Court: How many are out of work
in Collie today?

Mr. MAY: They have had to leave Collie.

Mr. Couri: There are more houses there
than when we had the renegotiations.

Mr. MAY; No there are not. I will chal-
lenge the Minister about that.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Court: They were screaming out for
houses about 12 months ago.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member must address the Chair.

Mr. Court: The honourable member
should stick to the facts.

Mr. MAY: Have I your permission to
speak, Mr. Speaker?

The SPEAKER: Yes, as long as you
address the Chalr.

Mr. MAY: I have glready explained
about the empty houses at Collie and the
method adopted by the State Housing
Commission to fill them. The houses were
not filled hy working people; they were
filled by old-age and invalid pensioners.

Mr., Hawke: The Minister knows that:
he is kidding as usual.

Mr. Court: They were crying out for
houses 12 months ago.

Mr. MAY: None have been built, so I
do not know where the people are living.

Mr, Court: I would not know where the
unemployed are that you have been talk-
ing about—the men who have lost their
jobs.

Mr. MAY: I did not say there were any
unemployed.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member must address the Chair.

Mr. MAY: I did not say there were anv
unemployed in Collie. I said there would
be more people becoming unemployed and
they would have to leave Collie, in the
same way as 500 of them did in December.
1960. Perhaps the Minister can answer
that if you will let him, Mr, Speaker.

Mr. Court: The action we took in respect
of Collie saved it.

Mr. MAY: My God; save us from our-
selves?t

Mr. Court: They would have been so
completely uneconomic that they would
have ultimately gone right cut of the busi-
ness.

Mr. MAY: The Minister would have to
talk for a long time to convince me with
that line of argument.

Mr. Court: We don't have to convince
you.

Mr. MAY: The Minister knows nothing
has been done at Collie. Muja was not
built as a result of this Government's ef-
forts.

Mr. Court; The action we took there
was in line with the action taken by the
previous Government in trying to reduce
cozal prices, and I never heard Yyou com-
plain about that Government’s actions.

Mr. MAY: Mr. Speaker, can I put 8 ques-
tion to the Minister? It is to ask him what
he has done since 1960 about starting in-
dustries in Collie.

The SPEAKER: Yes.
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Mr. Court: You know we have taken a
ot of action to try to help your town. At
one time it was not helping itself,

The SPEAKER.: Order! The member for
Collie,

Mr. MAY: As usual, the Minister is just
trying to cover up.

Mr. Court: No; we have a very good
record in Collie,

Mr. MAY: The Minister has something
to answer for there. Is it any wonder the
people of Cellie have become discontented
and upset? They are upset at present.

Mr. Court: They are being stirred up.

Mr. MAY: When the new coal tenders
come Into effect the same thing will hap-
pen as has happened at the end of each
three-yearly period for some considerable
time. There was a letter in the paper
this morning which dealt with this sub-
ject and I would like to read it. TUnfor-
tunately I cannot flnd it at the moment
but I will come to it later on.

This Government is continually giving
away the public’s industrial concerns. The
latest is Wundowie. This Government is
supposed to favour private enterprise, and
it does; but when the Midland Railway
Company was going into liquidation the
Government took it over as a State enter-
prise, and it put its policy into reverse.
The State Government bought that con-
cern in order to save it. That is the sort
of thing we have to put up with.

Perhaps some private member, or a Min-
ister of the Government, will tell me }vhy
there is a continual set on Callie. Since
1960 we have had nothing but trouble
there; there has been upset after upset in
the industry and there is an increasing
desire on the part of the present Govern-
ment to use ¢il instead of coal. Instead
of using our own native fuel, the Govern-
ment prefers to use a foreign fuel and re-
fuses to tell the public the price it is paying
for it. However, one only has to read the
paper to find out the price of coal for the
next three years. It was published this
week. Is that a fair proposition? Of
course it is not! The people of this State
are entitled to know the price this Govern-
ment Is paying for the oil fuel.

T now wish to speak for a short time on
coal. _The coalmining industry in this
State over the last eight or nine years has
reached a very low ebb. In faet, it has
become so low that before long the industry
will go out of existence completely. If
another war were to break out there would
be an immediate call for coal supplies, but
there would be no open cut to produce the
coal that would be needed in such an
emergency once the supply of oil was cut.

At this stage I wish to thank the Min-
ister for Industrial Development for mak-
ing arrangements to enable members of
Parliament to visit the north to see the
development that is progressing in that
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area. However, after making that trip I
would urge the Minister for Industrial
Development to invite the members of this
House to make a visit to the Collie
electorate in order that they may see what
is going on. I challenge the Government
to do that; that is, to permit the members
of this House to see what is going on in
the Collie area.

The State is being penalised as a result
of coal orders being progressively reduced
from year to year. Not only have I asked
questions of the Government in this
House as to what its intentions are in
regard to the Collie coalmines, but also
the people of Collie, through the miners'
union, the Shire Council and the Chamber
of Commerce have asked whether any
effort is being made or steps being taken to
make an estimate, as soon as possible, of
the coal reserves in the Collie coal basin.
Apart from making a shot in the dark,
nobody knows what coal reserves are avail-
able. No actlon has been taken by the
Mines Department to ascertain the extent
of the reserves. Periodically, bares have
been sunk all over the place, but the coal
reserves in the Wilga area have never been
estimated or a report made on the value
of them. As a matter of fact, all that can
be heard is the cry, “Burn oil”,

The State Is reaching a sorry plight:
because God help the people of Western
Australia if another war breaks out in
the near future! The result will be that
all of! supplies will be cut off, and there
will be no coal supplies available: and
everybody knows what happened during
the World war. The Mines Department
should be instructed that the Collie coal
basin should be thoroughly bored to ob-
tain a true estimate of the quantity of
coal reserves that are available.

Before making reference to a report
that has been collated on the Collie coal-
mining industry, I want to say that the
Minister for Agriculture and Electricity
has been good enough to make three sep-
arate visits to Collie, The Minister wasg
shown everything he wanted to see, and
he saw a great deal of which he knew
pnothing. I want to give him ecredit
for the fact that the people of Collie
appreciated his visiting their township on
three separate oceasions. Also, he went
from one business place to another
throughout the town in order to test the
feeling of the business people as to the
future of Collie. I do not know what re-
port he made to the Government on his
visits, but the Collie people certainly ap-
preciated the visits he made. He had
consultations with union representatives,
members of the shire council, and business
people in an endeavour to obtain their
views on the coalmining industry.

I think the people he interviewed proved
to him that the township of Collie and
its residents are being badly treated be-
cause of the way the Government 5 deal-
ing with the industry. I will now read
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extracts from a report prepared by a sec-
tion of the Collie people on the coalmining
industry. It reads as follows:—

Just recently another five foot thick
seam was discovered at the Muja open
cut underneath the thick Hebe seam,
proving that a survey is necessary. In
Victoria, 6,400 bores, totalling
1,700,000 feet of boring, have been put
down since 1941 and the survey is
still continuing.

I do not think there has been 700,000 feet
of boring done in Collie, The Govern-
ment has no interest in the coalmining in-
dustry of this State. The report con-
tinues—

In the State Parliament on the
22nd of September, 1964, the Minister
for Electricity—

The following I am about to quote is the
information that was given by the Minis-
ter for Electricity in answer to a ques-
tion asked by me on the coal require-
ments for the South Fremantle, Muja, and
?urﬁbury power houses from 1965 to
870:—

Year South Bunbury Muja Total
Fremantle

Tons Tons Tons Tons
19685 110,000 300,000 70,000 570,000
10668 100,000 280,000 270,000 450,000
1667 70,000 230,000 440,000 740,000
1963 50,000 150,000 630,000 830,000
1960 60,060 130,000 750,000 930,000
1970 40,000 140,000 850,000 1,030,000

From those figures it will be seen that the
coal requirements for the Bunbury power
station will have decreased from 390,000
tons in 1965 to 140,000 tons in 1970, and
that the coal requirements for the Muja
power station will have increased from
70,000 tons to 850,000 tons over the same
period. The railways and the State Elec-
tricity Commission will gain as a result
of that increase, inasmuch as they will
nof have to pay any freight charges.

The committee that was formed in
Collie is urging the Government to retain
the Bunbury power station which, as 1
have pointed out, will have reduced its
coal requirements down to 140,000 tons
in 1970. The report continues—

We would urge the Government
to retain the Bunbury station, which
is not an old power station, on its
highest capacity, instead of reducing
it to 2 coal burn of 140,000 tons in
1970. We would also urge the Gov-
ernment to make the South Fremantle
power house a coal burning unit and
the present oil contract which was
made in 1961 for the period of five
years for the supply of 30,000 tons
of oil per annum should not be re-
newed.

We consider it has been proved
that there are ample reserves of coal
on the Collie fleld and there is no
reason why the Muja power station
should not be extended bheyond its
present capacity. Now is the time to
do this, with all the equipment and
labour available on the site.
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So far as I have been given to under-
stand, I do not think the Government has
any intention of bringing this about. The
report continues—

Subsidies are being made by the
governments in many directions and
no doubt the question of rail freight
subsidies for coal should be econ-
sidered. You are no doubt aware of
many of the subsidies that are at
present being paid and it is under-
stood that Country Party Leader Mc-
®wen, in an address last week in
Perth, stated that the subsidy for
superphosphate last year totalled
twenty-three million dollars and a
quarter of this amount was paid to

~ Western Australia.

In South Australia, coal freight is
subsidised for the transport of coal
from Leigh Creek to Port Augusta.
We understand that the rail freight
on coal is less than one per cent. per
fon, per mile. As you are aware
Leigh Creek coal has a calorific value
of only 5900 B.T.U.'s compared with
the average Collie heating quality of
9,600 B.T.U.s.

Rail freights were increased; as a
matter of fact the increases hecame
operative from the 1/10/1965. We
understand that the price of coal from
Collie to Bunbury was increased by
9s. 6d. per ton and there were simi-
lar increases on the freight to South
Fremantle.

One just cannot believe what other States
are doing with coal when one makes a
comparison with what is being done in
this State. The report goes on—

Rail subsidies, we understand, are in
operation in the Eastern States. We
do know that in 1981 briguette
freichts were subsidised from Yal-
lourn to Melbourne and also other
subsidies were in operation from Won-
thaggi to Melhourne.

However, no such action is being taken
in Western Australia and the people want
to know why this Government is not do-
ing its utmost to stabilise the coal industry.
I continue to quote from this report—

Many visits have been made over-
seas by Ministers to consider iron ore,
natural gas and oil but, very little has
been said about the future of the
Coal Mining Industry; it has defi-
nitely lacked the attention of this
Government.

There is no doubt that this Government
stands convicted of slaughtering the coal
industry in this State by slow strangula-
tion. As I said before, if a third world
war breaks out, God help this State: be-
cause if the Government continues with
its present policy, there will be neither
coal nor oil supplies when they are urgently
required.

Following the report I have just read
to the House, a statement on the posi-



[Wednesday, 17 August, 1966.1

tion of the coalmining industry was pre-
pared which, in effect, is a continuation.
This statement reads—

It will be true 10 say thai no town
has suffered as much as Collie, due
to policies introduced by this present
Government and at the same time it
would be true to say that no product
or minable product has been reduced
in price to the same extent as coal has
since 1957.

1957: In this year the HawKke Labor
Government saw the need to intro-
duce Coal Contracts and do away with
the vicious cost-plus system which was
introduced by the McLarty-Watts
Government. In 1957 the Hawke Labor
Government called the first contracts
for the supply of coal for Govern-
ment instrumentalities. The Hawke
Government aimed at a policy which
would stabilise the industry and also
stabilise Collie and at the same time
introduce a policy which would not
have a drastic effect on the employ-
ment in the industry but would assist
in reducing the State’s Coal Bill. As
a result, the tenders were first accepted
with a small ratio of open cut coal.
it saw the retrenchment of 118 men

from the Industry and the Contracts

realised a saving on the State’s Coal
Bill down to one million dollars
(81,000,000} per year and a further in-
direct saving of twop hundred thousand
dollars ($200,000).

1960: 1960 saw the biggest blow ever

struek tg the Coal Mining Industry
where some 500 men lost their jobs
overnight. Shops became vacant,

hundreds of houses were empty and

the town was in a state of turmoil.
This was all going on as a result of the
policy of the present Government. Con-
tinuing—

This was as a result of the present
Government excluding Amalgamated
Collieries from the Coal Contracts.
The present Government increased the
ratio of coal and at the same time
made a further saving on the State’s
Coal Bill of nine hundred thousand
dollars ($900,000) per year. The pres-
ent Government stated that its policy
would stabilise Collie and the Industry
and would bring about cheaner power
which was necessary in order to en-
courage industrial expansion in the
State. Tt is to be noted that although
Collie has suffered, the employment
level in the Industry has been dras-
tically reduced, there has been no
noticeable or any reduction in the
price of electric power.

1963: Saw the S.E.C. make a net
profit of $1,098,160 and the Coal Con-
tracts were renewed on a similar basis
to those issued in 1960.

April, 1965: April, 1965, saw the

- flooding of the Hehe Deep Mine and
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saw & further reduction in the Deep
Mine coal trade following the Hebe
closure of six thousand tons per fort-
night.

At Collie today there are two deep mines
only. The Western No. 4 will close early
next year, so very shortly the size of the
field will be reduced to one deep mine and
one open cut. This is a very bad state of
affairs.

On the 30th October, 1964, the State
Government was determined to build the
State's biggest power house at Kwinansa,
which was to be oil-fired, It now refuses
to disclose the price it will pay for fuel
oil, but openly discloses the price paid for
coal. The Government’s actions are still
very suspect in the view of all fair-minded
people in Western Australia.

The mining unions have urged the Gov-
ernment to extend the Muja power station
beyond its present capacity, because with
no private trade available the coalmining
industry and Collie are, at the present
time, totally dependent on the State Elec-
tricity Commission for their existence. The
Government stated, in the first instance,
that the power house could not be extend-
ed due to the reserves of economic coal
not being known, and also to the limited
supply of water available, Mining engin-
eers and the unions have disproved this
theory, and now the Government says it
is a question of the use of alternate fuels
in the power house, and that it will have
to consider the question of using more oil
and natural gas. We in Collie will meet
lhat probiem when we come to it.

1 urge the Government to give serious
consideration to the situation in Coliie.
The residents of the town have been loyal
and good ecitizens of this State in every
respect, and they have not caused any
trouble. This Government has experienced
little trouble, if any, from the men engag-
ed in the coalmining industry. Therefore
they are entitled to greater consideration
than that given at the present time.

This State was developed almost com-
pletely through the use of Collie coal; but
just because there is an easier method of
obtaining power energy at the present
time, the Government is prepared to sac-
rifice Collie in order to give preference to
a foreign fuel. I have lived in Collie since
1922, and over the years we have experi-
enced ups and downs in one way or an-
other. We have been flooded out; we have
been burnt out; and now many of the
pecple of the town are being hunted out
by the Government. If there is another
town in this State which has had more
bricks thrown at it, I would like to know its
name.

The people of Collie do not deserve such
treatment. They have been good and loyal
citizens of Western Australia, Just after
World War II they were asked to increase
the coal output, which they did, but now
we find that the present policy of the Gov-



308

ernment is to reduce its use of ecoal. I
cannot understand why the Government
should adopt such an attitude. I am aware
that it has built a new powerhouse at
Muja, but that only means that less coal
will be burnt in the other power stations;
it does not mean there will be an increase
in the consumption of coal.

The present coal contracts have been
allocated on the basis of 1,000,000 fons a
vear. We are already consuming that quan-
tity. According to the State Electricity
Commuission the increase in the consump-
tion of electricity in Western Australia
will be eonsiderable, and this should mean
a considerable increase in the consump-
tion of coal. But that will not be the case,
because it is the policy of the Government
to use fuel oil, and so reduce the con-
sumption of coal, and thereby reduce the
population of & town which has done a
wonderful job for this State.

I pay a tribute to the people of Collie.
In the first Worléd War, on a percentage
basis, Collie had more enlistments than
any other town in this State; but all these
things have been forgotten by the Govern-
ment in its mad rush to take on something
new, and thereby sacrifice the efforts
and achievements of the town in the past.
I do not know what will happen eventu-
ally. I feel sorry for the people of Collie,
hecause on every cccasion that new con-
tracts for coal are made, their anxiety is
terrific. One has to live there to under-
stand the people's feelings.

I am sure the Minister for Electricity
has a good idea of the feellngs of these
people, as a result of his visits to the dis-
trict. I regret he was absent from the
Chamber when I referred to his visits. I
repeat that the people of Collie do appre-
ciate them. They are of the opinion
that after the Minister had visited the
district and learned so much about the
industry, some difference would be made
to the present policy of the Government
on coal use. I am sorry to say that has
not been evident up to date. So we are to
go on for another three years wondering
what will happen at the end of that
time. Continual anxiety exists in the town,
and there is no need for it.

As I said earlier, Collie has to face up
to many disabilities, ane of which is the
amount of land held by the Forests De-
partment. It amounts to about 80 per
cent. of the ratable land of the district.
That department reaps all the advantages
from the facilities that are provided by
the shire, but the Government does not
see fit to offer some subsidy, or some form
of financial assistance, to enable the people
of the town to enjoy the privileges which
are enjoyed by other country towns, such
as Donnybrook, where the recent increase
in water rates amounted to only 13 per
cent., as against the 25 per cent. increase
applicable to Collie, If that is justice, then
I do not know what justice is.
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I shall withhold the rest of my remarks
on Collie coal, because of some moves
which will be made. Therefore I shall
reserve my comments until the Estimates
are dealt with, when I hope to be able to
paint a better picture of the situation in
Collie than I am able to at the present
time.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [5.37
p.m.): Speaking at the end of a debate
as long as this, one is not left with very
many subjects untouched. Many of the
previous speskers have mentioned the
same subject once or twice, so I hope I will
be forgiven if I do that also,

I join with preceding speakers in paying
a tribute to Mr. Fred Islip who retired
from the position of Clerk of the Legis-
lative Assembly. He was a friend to every-
body, and he had the happy knack of
making people feel important. Yet all the
time many of us relied on his knowledge
and on his ability to help us along. At all
times he was courteous; he never differ-
entiated between parties or members; and
I have never heard him criticise any mem-
ber in any way.

He always had a stream of tales to tell
about the people who had been through
this Chamber, but it was always in a very
friendly and jovial manner that he spoke
of them. I think it is an indication of his
nature that he has refused to write
any memoirs. He, of all people, could best
write some very entertaining stories about
parliamentary life, but he would not like to
ceffend anyone, even in the slightest degree,
and I feel that is why he indicated to me
on one occasion that he would never enter-
tain the idea of writing his memoirs.

It was also an indication of his nature
that very few of us knew until the dying
hours of the last session that it was to be
his last in the service of this Parliament,
and we as backbenchers were, therefore,
unable to pay a tribute to him. So I now
join with other members in expressing my
appreciation to Mr. Islip for his ever-
courteous help, always given in a friendly
manner, and for the patience he showed in
dealing with the many questions I put to
him at varlous times.

The second subject on which 1 would
like to speak, and which has been referred
to by previous speakers, concerhs the
Barracks Archway. I must confess that
originally I was all for pulling down the
building. I was of that opinion until! the
time the archway was left standing alone
as it is at present. It was not because
the Premier expressed himself in favour of
pulling down the archway that I changed
my mind. Early one Saturday morning
when there was very little traffic about I
had a look at the archway against the
background of Parliament House. The
only fault was that the closer I got {o the
archway the uglier it looked.

The archway will need to be restored.
and access to enable the public to inspect
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it will have to be provided. The erection
of a tablet to indicate to visitors what
the archway is all about will have to be
decided upon. I am sure the flrst thing
visitors from the Eastern States will ask
is, “What is that at the top end of St.
George's Terrace?”

Mr. Graham: Most of all it needs a
decent shove by a bulldozer!

Mr. DAVIES: In view of that remark,
I would not like to see a headline appear-
ing in the newspaper along these lines, A
Split in the Labor Party. The Member
for Balcatta Believes the Archway Should
be Bulldozed.” I believe that with restora-
tion and with the provision of access the
archway could be well left in its present
position. Parliament House would form a
very good backdrop.

Mr. Nalder: Would you require the
S.EC. to install some lights there?

Mr. Graham: But with no meter box!

Mr. DAVIES: I am afraid it is not
only a matter of leaving the archway as
it is, or pulling it down. It has to be lit
up at night to be effective, because in its
present state it looks gloomy and ghostly.
As the Minister for Electricity said, the
S.EC. will need to light it up in some
form at night. I wonder what the aspect
would be like if the archway were demol-
ished? On reaching the top end of St.
George's Terrace one woud find a drop
of 20 or 30 feet into an open cut.

Mr. Lewis: Let us remove it and then
have a look.

Mr. DAVIES: The construction of an
open cut roadway will be debated at a
later stage, I am sure. I must go on
record at this point of time as saying that
I am in favour of retaining the archway.
provided the Government can raise the
money to restore it adequately.

As in previous years, at the beginning
of this session we went through the pro-
cedure of the opening of Parliament. I
was a little dismayed to see that better
provision had not been made for the
seating of the public in the gallery. I
think it was drawn to the notice of the
House Committee last year that the seat-
ing provided presented somewhat of a
danger. It is a sad fact that members of
the public who attend the function in the
gallery—nparticularly the elderly; and
there are quite a few of them—have diffi-
culty in getting on to the seats, Having
got there, they are frightened to move.
The House Committee should give some
consideration to this matter!

I have a fear that some day an accident
will befall a person sitting in the gallery,
and we will find him seated on one of
the back benches of the House, because it
is quite possible for people in the gallery
to fall over the raijling. Whilst such an
occurrence might create a diversion, I am
sure none of us would like to see it happen.

As usual the Speech of His Excellency
detailed the various achievements of the
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Government. As a member of the Opposi-
tion I have often thought what I would
write about, if T had the opportunity: if
I had that opportunity I am sure I would
not finish up with a Speech like this one.
There is very much in the State that
needs attention. Whilst the Government
can be proud of the achievements men-
tioned in His Excellency's Speech, there

_are some matters I would like to see in-

cluded.

It has not been a good year in many
respects for the Government. Some Min-
isters have had a good year and others
have not. For instance we would not call it
a vintage year for the Minister for Police.
He has heen in more trouble than Buck
Rogers.

Mr. Dunn: Who is Buck Rogers?

Mr. DAVIES: Surely the member for
Darling Range is not going to tell me he
cannot remember Buck Rogers. It is not
that long ago since he was a boy. The
Minister has been in quite a deal of
trouble and I am sorry to say that as yet
he has not released a public announce-
ment on the inquiry inte the unfortunate
death of John Knowles at the Riverbank
maximum security institution. It is now, I
believe, almost a month since this tragedy
occurred, and surely to goodness it is a
matter that requires and demands imme-
diate attention! The public is entitled to
know how the death occurred and what
action has been taken to prevent a similar
tragedy.

Thic

iz one thing we must thank the
newspapers for. They were able to tell us
of the unfortunate occurrence. It was
already a forthight old before word leaked
to the Press, and perhaps if the story had
not leaked out we would never have known.
It is a terrible thing that it should have
occurred and that a person in an institution
of this nature should have access to any
poison which can prove fatal, as appears
to have happened on this oceasion. I hope
that not many more days will pass before
we are given the result of the inquiry.
Even if we are not able to be told very
much before the ceroner’s inquest has
been held I do think some statement is
required from the Government. It has
every responsibility in this direction and it
does not seem to be very concerned at all,
particularly in regard to this case.

The Governor's Speech does not give us
very much hope of an interesting session.
The legislation forecast appears to he
extremely dull. Not very much social legis-
lation is to be submitted to help the
ordinary working fellow. It does not seem
that many of the great problems of the
State are to be attacked in any way.

I see no mention of restrictive trade
practices legislation. I understand the
Government has refused to work in with
its Pederal party in introducing comple-
mentary legisiation. I do not know what
this Government is afraid of. The Federal
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Government took long enough to decide
that legislation of this nature was neces-
sary, and I am sure that big guns must
have heen brought to bear on the Federal
Cabinet in an effort to keep any legisla-
tion of this nature out of Australia. How-
ever, the Federal Liberal-Country Party
Coalition Cabinet has been convinced that
legislation is necessary, but the mighty
Western Australian Liberal-Country Party
Coalition Government seems to think it is
not necessary in this State. It has indi-
cated, according to the Press, that it will
not bhe proceeding with the necessary
complementary legislation.

I think this is a great shame. There is
obviously a great need for it. I believe the
last Select Commitiee in this State found
something like 104 or 106 associations
which fixed the price of different commo-
dities. Apparently we are going to be held
to ransom by trade associations, which
naturally are going to get the greatest
price offering and so keep prices as high
as possible; and, incidentally, keep out
competitive tendering, which is completely
opposed to the Liberal Party's professed
policy of free enterprise. These trades stop
any competitive tendering. Indeed, there
is collusion, as we would realise, if we went
to the Government Tender Board. the
Railways stores, and similar places. We
would find out that tenders for paint
brushes, electrical goods, petrol, and a hun-
dred and one other varieties of goods are
all the same price; it does not matter how
many firms tender.

If one firm submits a tender at a cer-
tain price less 10 per cent., it is not able
to obtain the supplies to fulfil the order.
Therefore surely there is ample evidence
of the need for some kind of restraining
influence to stop the public being held to
ransom.

Look at the recent rise in the price of
copper. That was $380 a ton. It was an-
nounced that the price was going to be
fixed on the London Metal Exchange
price in future. Then, yesterday, the
price was dropped by $100; but in the
meantime the price of copper and
brass fittings has been raised. Some
were again reduced slightly with the drop
in the price of copper, but are we to know
whether the rise has been a fair one, or
whether the drop in price has been in
accordance with the drop in the price of
copper? We have no way of assessing this.

The price of copper must affect every-
one throughout the length and breadth
of the State. Some will be affected more
than others, but every one of us must be
concerned in some way, and there is a
consequent automatic rise in the cost of
living about which nothing is being done.

The Government should have some re-
strictive trading legislation and this is
something which should be Jooked at to
find out whether prices charged are fair
and just, or whether the public is being held
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to ransom. However the Government has
not indicated that it is going to do any-
thing in this regard and, of course, the
Commonwealth has no power in regard to
price fixing. The matter rests with the
States to act if they so desire. As I have
said, this Government has indicated that
it does not intend to do anything to try
to protect the public in this regard.

I must remind members that so far as
the working man is concerned, he must go
to court and prove to the satisfaction of
that court that he is entitled to a rise in
wages. By a majority or unanimous de-
cislon of the court he receives a raise ac-
cording to the case that has been pres-
ented by the advocates. However the man-
ufacturers do not have to worry about this
procedure. They do not have to submit a
case to any court. They are able to charge
what they like and, by banding together,
they are able to fix prices; and, at the risk
of repeating myself, I say again that the
public is being held to ransom.

1 was sorry indeed to hear the Premier's
answer on opening day to a gquestion about
two sessions of Parliament a year. He said
that the Government would not do any-
thing about this, Some time last year the
Premier indicated that to hold two sessions
of Parliament a year would necessitate a
review of the Standing Orders, and I nat-
urally thought that if he was genuine in
the statements he made he would investi-
gate the possibility, advisability, and prac-
ticahility. of having two sessions of Parlia-
ment a year and he would consequently
have got cracking by now to this end to
see what was necessary. However when
asked if there would be two sessions, he
merely replied, “No".

I think he has some responsibility to this
Parliament to say why there should not
be two sessions a year. I understand that
one of the reasons is that two sessions
would not fit in with the wishes of the
Ministers; they have their ministerial dut-
ies to perform and they would not be able
to give as much time as they would like
to those duties when Parliament was sit-
ting. I would remind members that only
last year two additional Cabinet Ministers
were appointed, and this move was sup-
posed to ease substantially the burden on
the existing Cabinet Ministers. I believe
that pro-rata, popuiation-wise, this State
has more Cabinet Ministers than any other
State; and, surely, if those other States
can have two sessions a year, and if their
Ministers are able to attend earlier sessions
—that is, sessions starting earlier In the
day—then it should not be beyond the cap-
acity of any of our Ministers to do like-
wise,

If this were done the Opposition and
back-bench members would have some
opportunity to take part in the proceedings
of Parliament. We do not do anything as
far as running the country is concerned
during the off-season, shall we call it. We
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find plenty to interest ourselves and plenty
of work to do in our electorates—at least
I do—but as far as physically taking a part
in the government of the country for
seven or eight months of the year is con-
cerned, we have no opportunity to do any-
thing at all.

I believe the Government has some re-
sponsibility to indicate why it will not
accept the suggestion of two sessions of
Parliament a year. It is not sufficient fo
rely on excuses, as the Government has
done in the past. The Premier must say
whether it is possible or impossible to re-
view Standing Orders; and he must take
Parliament into his confidence,

Mr. Gayfer: What did you do about it
when you were in Government?

Mr. DAVIES: T unfortunately have had
no opportunity of being with a party in
Government.

Mr. Gayfer: Was there any reason given
in those days why two sessions were not
instituted?

Mr. DAVIES: I had not, hefore entering
this House, ever taken a keen interest in
whether there should or should not be two
sessions of Parliament, However I feel
now J am in a position to express my
opinion on the matter.

Mr, J. Hegney: The population is in-
creasing and so is the need for two sessions.

Mr. DAVIES: As the member for Bel-
mont has just said, the State’s population
is increasing and there is more reason for
us to have two sessions of Parliament each
year.

The last matter on which I wish to com-
ment has been mentioned by the previous
speakers and concerns the trip north.
Naturally I was very pleased with the
arrangements made and was very grateful
to have the opportunity of seeing so much
in such a short time. My only criticism of
the whole trip is just that—there was so
much to see in such a short period that we
did not have time to really get the feeling
of the north. We did not have time to
talk in most places to the people living
there, and therefore we came away having
seen and learned a little, but not as much
as we would have liked to learn.

What staggered me most were the vast
tracts of land which appeared to have been
put to no good use at all. There were
hundreds of thousands of square miies, and
it certainly made me wonder what could
be done to help the north.

I was naturally very pleased to see the
activity in the projeets up there. The only
thought I had in regard to them was that
all of those concerned seem to be assured
of a return for their money, No-ane so
far as minerals are concerned, seems to
be taking a risk in the north. The com-
panies are all very wealthy and can afford
to take risks, but they are also shrewd
companies and know what return they will
get for the money outlaid.
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Their markets seem to be assured and
they can rely on a good return. Everyone
is working very busily up there, although
I did not see anyone physically rushing
around; everyone seemed to be working
at a steady pace. Naturally the companies
are prepared to pay overtime for long
hours because the quicker production
commences, the quicker they will get some
profit back for the money outlaid. As I
have said, I feel that none of them are
taking a risk at all, and that applies to
every industry I saw up there.

I was very impressed with the agri-
cultural research in progress at the Kim-
berley Research Station. Research any-
where throughouit Australia is one of the
poor cousins of the community.

There never is enough money put into
research. I do not suppose there ever
could be enough to satisfy the people who
are concerned with it. However, I am
sure we cannot rely entirely on minerals
for the development of the north. I feel
we must still expect fo receive a good deal
from agriculture. I would like to see much
more done: I would like t0 see more money
made available to the Kimberley Research
Station, and I would like to suggest to the
Government that a minimum amount be
reserved each year from mineral royalties
solely for the use of agricultural research
in the north. It is my opinion that agri-
culture and minerals are going to advance
hand in hand.

The research station is going to want
mere money in order to facilitate the work
which it must undertake. As we are
going to receive some money through min-
ing royalties in the north, I feel we could
reserve some of this exclusively for re-
search work. This money could be made
available not only to the Kimberley Re-
search Station but to other research sta-
tions in different parts of the State., I
understand that, at the present time,
money which is made available for research
comes out of general funds, However, I
think it would be equitable, fair, and, in
fact, desirable if moneys from royalties
could be made available to guarantee con-
tinuing research in the north-west.

Housing continues to be one of the great-
est problems with which the back-bench
member of Parliament is concerned. I
do not know whether any of the members
on the front benches—apart from the
Minister for Housing—are worried at all
by the receipt of calls in respect of hous-
ing. However, I can always guarantee that
I will receive at least one each day—and,
lately, I seem to be getting two or three.
These calls are in the nature of queries as
to the possibility of getting a house.

I have to repeat what I have said before,
and that is that I have always found the
State Housing Commission—and particu-
larly its liaison officer with whom we gdeal
—very fair. If one has a case which is
genuine, and one where assistance is justi-
fled, help is generally available. The only
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complaint I have to make is that whereas
onhce upon a time heip was afforded within
a week or 10 days, now the period is some
time from six to eight weeks hefore the
commission is able to satisfy urgent appli-
cations. The position is deteriorating ai-
though increased houses are hbeing built
each year—that is, if one can believe the
information that was contained in His
Excellency’s Speech on opening day; and
I have not the slichtest reason to doubt
this information.

Mr. Graham: Increased numbers
througheout the State—not by the State
Housing Commission.

Mr. C'Neil: By the Government.

Mr. DAVIES: The member for Balcatta
and the Minister for Housing appear to
have this matter sorted out. The increased
numbers are by Commonwealth and State
agreement.

Mr. Graham: No; the increased num-
bers are by private enterprise and, unfor-
tunately, with an increasing preponder-
ance of flats rather than of houses.

Mr., DAVIES: I was merely looking at
that section of His Excellency's speech
where he said—

In the past year 2,500 homes were
built by the State Housing Commis-
sion, This was 400 more than in the
previous year.

Mr. Graham: Yes, but that has fallen
from about 4,000 in the year 1955.

Mr. DAVIES: Later on I will make the
point that the waiting time is getting
longer but, at this stage, no-one is going
to stop me from making the point that
the figures shown in His Excellency’s
Speech are slightly inaccurate. I should
imagine that the figures shown in this
Speech were meant to reflect the past fin-
ancial year. I would like to emphasise to
those who have read the Speech, or who
listened when His Excellency delivered the
Speech, that, indeed, 2,500 homes were not
built in the past year.

A question was asked of the Minister for
Housing later in the session in this respect
and his answer appeared on page 13 of
the Votes and Proceedings, but I cannot
give the date. ‘The Minister said that
2,480 dwellings were built in the financial
vear which ended on the 30th June, 1968.
This is not quite 2,500.

In His Excellency's Speech reference is
made to the fact that the number of
homes built by the State Housing Com-
mission was, in fact, 400 more than had
been built in the previous year. Once
again slight license has been taken be-
cause, on referring to the answer to the
same question asked of the Minister for
Housing, the number given shows that
only 349 more were built than had been
built in the previous year.

1 suppose it is permissible to talk in
round figures but I should think that in
the matter of a speech delivered by the
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Governor at the opening of Parliament the
information should be closer to the truth.
I repeat: The difference was quoted in the
Speech at 400, whereas the actual differ-
ence is 349. However, that is by the way.

We know that the State Housing Com-
missicn is building more houses, yet the
fact remains that the waiting list is grow-
ing longer. When 1 first came into Parlia-
ment, I think the waiting period was about
18 months for rental accommodation and
about 15 months for a purchase home.
However, these respective pericds are
longer by approximately eight months at
the present time. It is not always possible
to obtain an accurate assessment, but I
think I am being more than fair when I
say that the waiting time has been ex-
tended in each of these categories by up
to eight months.

Mr. O'Neil: That is the maximum. As
you say, it is very difficult to generalise.

Mr, DAVIES: As the Minister says,
there are areas where the waiting time is
less, At one f{ime it was easier to get a
house in the Fremantle area, but now it
is just as difficult to get a house there as
it is io get one in the metropolitan area,

Mr. O'Neil: Only 12 months ago there
was about a five months’ waiting period
in Medina, but this is not so now.

Mr. DAVIES;: What really concerns me
in connection with the State Housing
Commntission is the legal racket—and I call
it a legal racket—that has developed with
regard to purchase homes, If one comes
within a certain means test, one can make
application for a purchase home from the
State Housing Commission, The State
Housing Commission is able to accommo-
date the request within a period of, ap-
proximately, two years and it accepts a
deposit of anything from £150 upwards. I
think that in some instances the deposits
range up as far as £400 or more,

These purchase homes are gquite com-
fortable and I think the majority of the
people who buy them are delighted with
them. I have found that in the new areas
which are being developed—such as Balga
and Coolbellup—no sooner have the
people installed themselves in their house
and finalised all documents with the State
Housing Commission than a land and
estate agent calls around to ask them if
they would like to sell the house. Initially,
these land and estate agents offer £200 or
£300 more than the amount which the
people paid for the house. In most cases,
the people say, “*No, we are not interested
in selling.” At this stage, the agent gener-
ally raises the price to £500 or £800 more
than the owners paid. To some people this
offer is very lucrative as it means they
have made £800 on a deal within a few
short months. In many cases, the tenants
are selling.

The agent gaes down to the State Hous-
ing Commission and says, “This man
wants to sell and that man wanis



to buy.” Provided the buyer {falls
within the means test category determined
by the State House Comunission, and is
acceptable to the commission, he can take
the house and buy it through the agent.
The agent has his commission; the people
who have sold the house have made £300,
£400, or £500; and the State Housing Com-
mission effects all the transfers and does
all the work in regard to the house chang-
ing hands.

Members might suggest that it is rather
silly for people to sell houses. I would
think so too but, apparently, they are
attracted to the easy money that can be
made, and many of them then apply for
tenanecy assistance from the State Hous-
ing Commission. Provided these people are
prepared to wait their turn, they can
obtain help from the State Housing Com-
mission and be provided with a house.
Indeed, as the Minister has said, if these
people are prepared to live in an area
for which the waiting period is not very
long, it may be possible for them to bhe
accommodated with a house in a matter
of five or six months.

These people find temporary accommo-
dation in the meantime and are quite
happy to experience the little delay, be-
cause this is offset by the profit they have
made. The agent has made some money;
the State Housing Commission has done
all the work, and the commission has a
new tenant—or g new person huying the
house. The people who sold the house go
back on the State Housing Commission
waiting list and will he satisflad in due
course.

I do not think this position is quite fair,
and I think it is g matter which reguires
investigation. It is not happening only in
isolated cases. I have gone through the
papers and have selected them at random
from the “Houses and Land Wanted”
columns in the Press and I have found
that the same agents are advertising regu-
larly for State Housing Commission homes.
On the 11th August, 1966, there were nine
advertisements for State Housing Commis-
sion homes; on the 2nd August, 1966, there
were four; and on the 6th August, 1966,
there were five. So it goes on. My re-
search took me back to May of this year
and I found the same agents were advertis-
ing for State Housing Commission homes
at that time. Obviously, they are happy
to do this. They are happy to introduce
the buyer to the seller and then take them
down to the State Housing Commission,
which does all the work. The sagent
pockets his £100 or £200 commission and
all he has done, in effect, is to introduce
two people. It is an excellent racket.

I think the State Housing Commission
must take action to prevent this. There
will always be many buyers for State
Housing Commission homes. I understand
that many of the migrants who come to
this country have the necessary deposit
and, consequently, are ahle to go straight
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into these homes. This possibly accounts
for the inquiries which have been received
from many people who have asked, “How
can a migrant who has heen in the coun-
try for only four or five weeks obtain a
State Housing Commission home?” This
seems to be the answer,

I think the State Housing Commission
has a responsibility to the people who want
these homes, and a clause should be written
into the contract to the effect that the
home canhnot be sold within a two-year
period without the permission of the com-
mission. I believe that the commission
would be fair in deciding, if a request were
made within that two-year period,
whether it wag a genuine case or whether
some projected profit was anticipated. If
the person insisted on selling, despite the
fact that the commission did not want him
to sel}, the person could sell the house back
to the State Housing Commission for the
price he had paid, plus expenses. I, per-
sonally, would not want to see these people
come out of it suffering a loss. However, 1
feel that the State Housing Commission
should have the opportunity—at least for
two years after completion—of buying back
the houses it has sold and, in deoing so,
it could make these houses available to the
people on the waiting list.

1 repeat: Some agents are meking a
racket out of the State Housing Commis-
sion and I believe that some action is
necessary immediately to stop this racket
and to help the genuine home buyer. I
hope that the Minister will have a look at
this matter to see what can he done.

As 1 have said, T call it a legal racket
and it is & lezal racket. No-one is break-
ing the law—instead, these people are
using the existing law to advantage.

I have given this maiter g lot of thought
and, as I have said, in my opinion the only
way out would be for the commission to
have the right for a period of up to two
yvears, to buy the houses back.

Mr. O'Neil: We know this is happening
but we find it difficult to stop the first sale
by transfer. We are more concerned with
those who come back to the commission—
having sold the property—for a second bite
of the cherry. This is not infreguent.

Mr. DAVIES: People who come back?

Mr. O’Neil: Yes; ones who have arranged
to purchase a home and who have sold it
by way of transfer and who re-apply for
another house.

Sitling suspended from 6.15 o 7.30 p.m.

Mr. DAVIES: At the tea suspension the
Minister for Housing had interjected to
say he was a little worried as to how to
deal with second applications for pur-
chase homes. In my opinion these should
be dealt with on exactly the same basis
as war service homes, where a purchaser
has one home and one only. I believe
there are special considerations shown to
people who receive assistance from the
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State Housing Commission. For example
the interest rate is slightly better, and the
conditions generally are, I think, better
than one is able to obtain from one’s own
bank. I believe this should be considered
a privilege, and unless there is a very good
reason why a second application should
be made, no such application should be
considered.

‘This has been a hard and fast rule in
relation to war service homes. I believe
there have been rare exceptions there; but,
so far as the State Housing Commission
homes are concerned, while there are
very many beople waiting for houses, and
while there are so many deserving cases,
I do not believe second applications
should be considered. Indeed I would even
be reluctant to accept an application for
tenancy.

I know it is difficult to lay down a hard
and fast rule, but if I were ever Minister
for Housing and I felt the public was using
the State Housing Commission for its
own ends, and for its own profit, I would
not be very sympathetic at all towards
considering  second  applications for
tenancy.

Mr. O’Neil: 1 said I was concerned with
the number of applications for second
assistance, but not how to deal with them.

Mr. DAVIES: If the Minister says he
is getting a lot of applications for second
assistance, it indicates that people are
doing exactly what I say they are
doing, they are selling their houses at a
profit, and using the services of the State
Housing Commission to make a few
hundred pounds for themselves. I dare-
say the agents are also making a profit of
£100 to £200, and someone gets a new
house out of turn, and the circle starts
all over again. I believe there are ex-
ceptions, but the commission will con-
sider these,

Mr. Norton: That would be rental, but
not purchase,

Mr. DAVIES: I believe there could be
exceptions in regard to purchase homes.
People may have decided to live all their
lives in Carnarvon, or in Thornlie, and
then find that for some unforeseen reason
they have to shift. They may then wish
to settle down permanently in another
spot, and possibly in this instance special
consideration may be given to a second
application when the commission considers
such an application.

Mr. O'Neil: Each application is con-
sidered on its merits.
Mr. DAVIES: 1 do want to see this

racket cut down considerably. The fact
that it is a racket is evident from the
advertisements one sees in the Press ask-
ing for Housing Commission homes.

Mr. O'Neil: It would not be fair to stop
the first sale by f{ransfer, because the
person who ultimately purchased the
home would be an applicant for a Hous-
ing Commission home.
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Mr. DAVIES: This is probably debatable.
I believe the commission should have &
very good look at all applications for a
first transfer, because it means that
somebody with money is getting a house
out of twn.

Mr. O'Neil: Each one must be approved
separately, but the matter of the com-
mission resuming a house and reselling it
means you offer for sale a secondhand
house to applicants for new homes.

Mr. DAVIES: The Minister is missing
my point. I believe that a house up to
two years’ old can still be considered
new, and if the buyer gets back all he put
into it, he should be satisfied. I object to
people making a profit out of the State
Housing Commission. [ do not believe it
should happen.

The only other thing I wish to men-
tion in this connection is whether con-
sideration can be given to raising the
amount of money a person must have in
the bank before he is entitled to a rental
rebate. I believe it stands at $400 at
present, and with the increase in rents
the people who have just over this
amount in the bank are not entitled to
any rebate, and they are paying very con-
siderably-increased rentals, whilst people
who perhaps have an amount just below
that figure in the bank are enjoying sub-
stantial rebates.

Obviously we must at all times fix some
figure which is a minimum, but I believe
that with the changing money value this
aspect could be looked at and adjusted
accordingly. I know several cases that
have come {0 my notice recently where
there have been substantial increases
which are only being applied at $1 every
six months, but this immediately cuts
into the limited savings of these people,
and whereas, they are able to pay the rent
assessed out of their pension, they will be
unable to meet the increased rent irom
their pension, and it means that they will
have to draw on their savings. They may
be able to meet the amount from their
pension for the first increment, but after
that they will be in trouble, But with the
increase in rents, any recently-announced
increase in pensions will quekly be ab-
sorbed. Persons receiving a rebate will
immediately lose much of the social ser-
vice increase received as a result of yester-
day’s Commonwealth Budget.

Mr. O’Neil: Anyone who was on a re-
bate prior to the rent increase does not
suffer any rent increase.

Mr. DAVIES; The point 1 was trying to
make was that because a person had $400
in the bank he was able to meet his rent,
at the time, from his pension. Now, with
the increase in rentals, in some cases 31
for the first six months, and another §1
increase to follow, such a person is unable
to meet the increase from his pension
and will have to draw on his savings.
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I believe the minimum flgure should be
increased, and we should try to help these
people in some way. It is a matter of
great concern to them. Everyone of us
looks for security in his old age, and &
few pounds which a person who is now a
pensioner is able to save, is probably more
to that pensioner than all the thousands
of pounds which the Premier or any of his
front-row Ministers possess. These sav-
ings become something which pensioners
hate to dig into. They like to think that the
savings are there in the bank for a time
when they are needed. Of course they al-
ways hope that such a time will not come.
I believe we need a reasonable review of
the means test as applying to rental rates
for pensioners and others in State Housing
Commission homes.

I was delighted today to join other mem-
bers of Parliament, and members of the
community, together with overseas guests,
at the opening of the W.A. Institute of
Technology. I have closely followed the
development of this institute for some
considerable time, and while I was pleased
to see it officially launched today, some
sections of it have, of course, been operat-
ing, I understand, for two years.

I must congratulate the Government’s
publicity officers, because for the past
week during the various news sessions we
have heen informed on numerous occasions
that this institute was to be opened.
These people certainly earn their money
so far as publicity is concerned. A very
good opportunity was afforded us to have
2. look over this institute today.

As the Premier said, it is a new concept
in education, and one that will be watched
with interest. He said we were still feeling
our way somewhat in regard to it, and at
this stage it was unwise to adopt any firm
planning. The Premier felt that any plan-
ning in connection with it should be flex-
ible. I agree with the Premier in connection
with the general planning for the future
additions, the future use, and the future
integration of the technical institute, but
1 cannot agree with him in the matter of
the staff.

1 understand there is a considerable
amount of disquiet at the institute be-
cause no-one seems to know which way
the staff is going. I asked gquestions as to
whether there had been any permanent
staff appointed there, and I was told there
had not. All the members of the staff are
members of the Perth Technical College
which, as I understand it, is likely to dis-
appear, and the technological institute is
eventually to take over,

The fact that one section has heen op-
erating for two years, and two other sec-
tions have been operating for a year, in-
dicates to me that it is time the powers
that be had a serious look at how they
propose to staff this college, and how they
propose to appoint members.
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It is something of a scandal that three
major departments can be operating there,
and yet there are no permanently-appoint-
ed staff. But I understand this applies not
only to the new institute but also to the
Perth Technical College. Indeed there are
five departments at the college which are
controlled by acting heads. This means
that if the heads are only in acting posi-
tions, then, of course, the other seniors,
in positions below the heads, will also only
be acting.

If this is to go on, as I understand it
has been for a period of twe years, it is
time that the Minister had a serious look
at the method by which these appoint-
ments are to be made. I believe there are
five acting heads in the technical college:
three in the engineering section—mech-
anical, civil and electrical; and the archi-
tectural and physics sections also have
acting heads.

After much badgering we were finally
advised by the Premier, through a Press
release on the 1l1th instant that a com-
mittee had been appointed to inquire into
tertiary education. The people on the
commitiee all seem to be quite capable
with the exception of one man who is a
grazier. He is Mr. W. C. K. Pearce who
is President of the Mingenew Shire Coun-
¢il. How he came to be appointed to a
committee to inquire inte tertiary educa-
tion, I do not know.

I have never met him in the educationsai
field before, and I do not know what his
qualifications are. We know most of the
gualifications of the oiher bersons men-
tioned. I would be delighted to hear from
the Premier of the special qualifications
which Mr. W. €. K. Pearce holds that
would fit him to be on a committee of this
kind. I have heen told that the delay in
the appointment of the committee has
been occasioned by the necessity to find
suitable persons, but, as 1 understand it,
nothing mueh is accomplished when
a man like this is appointed.

Mr. Bovell: Mr. Pearce’s qualifications
are good, sound commonsense,

Mr. DAVIES: Those are outstanding
qualifications! I would hope that most of
us having anything to do with education
or government would at least have those
attributes.

Mr, Ross Hutchinson: That is debatable.

Mr. DAVIES: The findings of the com-
mittee are going to have far-reaching
effects: I should imagine the committee
will have to sit for at least 12 months
before it will be able to answer =il the
queries put to it.

The SPEAKER: The honourable member
has ancther five minutes.

Mr. DAVIES: I hope we will not have
to wait 12 months before we finalise some
of the positions at the institute,

I agree it is a very fine concept, but I
cannot go along with the architecture of



406

the place as I think it looks like a prison.
However, it is very functional and well
equipped. Indeed, in the physies section,
I understand the equipment is better than
that at the University. I might add in
passing that I do not like the name of
Institute of Technology. I do not think it
conveys What the institute is, or what its
purpose is. It is above what I have con-
sidered ta be technical education, and
slightly below university eduecation. In-
deed, I believe the only difference between
the University and the institute is some-
thing of a social status.

One can enter the institute by passing
five subjects of the Leaving Certificate
examination. In fact, the passing of one
subject each year is sufficient to qualify
one {o enter the institute, but to enter the
University as a part-time or full-time
student, one has to matriculate in the one
vear. I think some snobbishness will
glevelop. I know that is a bad word to use
inn regard to education, but I think that
is what will happen and I cannot{ sponsor
a better word. I only wish I could,

Mr. Brand: You are in the same boat as
we are; we have done the best we can.

Mr. O'Neil; It is a universally accepted
name.

Mr. DAVIES: On the one hand we are
told that this is a brand new toncept in
education, and, on the other, we are told
that the name of the institute is universally
accepted for this type of institution.
I am delighted with the steps that
have been taken, but I am concerned
at the dissatisfaction which is now evident,
and which will grow, in regard to stafi. I
think the staff has to know where it is
going. The staff cannot wait for the
departmental committee to sit for 12
months or more in order to bring down
its findings.

There are too many acting positions on
the technical side of education, and I have
instanced some of them. The staff is un-
happy, and ah unhappy staff cannot be
expected to give the loyalty which was
praised today by the Premier and the
Minister for Education. Therefore this is
something that must be treated as a mat-
ter of urgency, because we will really have
a thriving institute if we can obtain con-
tented staff. I have been told in answers
to questions that there have been two
resignations from the staff at the insti-
tute. Technical men, particularly teachers,
are hard to get, and I believe some more
resignations are pending and that some
members of the staff have already made
applications for positions in other States
and they are likely to be snapped up.

We do not want to lose any of the staff,
because we cannot afford to do sa. There-
fore I repeat: We must treat as a matter
of urgency the full-time appointment of
staff members at the institute. We can-
not wait until the whole institute functions
as planned because, from- what I heard
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today, I understand this will take up to
20 years. I repeat: The chemistry
department has been operating for two
years, yet there are no permanent appoint-
ments today. Seo I plead with the Govern-
ment to get on with the job and make the
permanent appeintments. This will have
to be done if the institute is to be a new
concept in education, as claimed by the
Government.

1 do not know how the praposed commit-
tee will sit, but I hope it will have public
hearings. FEducation is a matter with
which we must all concern ourselves. I
was somewhat ashamed of my lack of
knowledge, particularly in regard to elec-
tronics, when I was looking over the build-
ing today; and this shows how education
has changed since we were at school.

Because of these changes, and because 0f
the great interest there is now in educa-
tion, I hope the committee will hold pub-
lic hearings so that anyone who wishes to
make representations to the committee will
be able to do so. I hope the committee
will sit reguiarly; and I hope it will not
be 12 months before its findings are made
known. Already too much time has been
wasted before the appointment of the com-
mittee. Above all, I hope permanent ap-
pointments will be made to the institute
pefore the committee comes up with its
findings. I do not think it is necessary
for the Government to wait for the find-
ings of the committee before making the
appointments.  Indeed, it will be doing
itself and the staff a service if it gets on
with the job straightaway.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber’s time has expired.

MR. I. W. MANNING (Wellington) [7:53
pm.l: I desire to take this opportunity
to say a few words about the parliament-
ary inspection tour of the north-west. I
do this, because I helieve that later in
the session, when the Estimates are being
discussed, we can touch in more detail on
the problems of our electorates, and I
think that, perhaps, on an occasion such
as this, we should take the opportunity
of having a look at the State. Pirstly, 1
want to express appreciation to the Minis-
ter for the North-West and his depart-
mental officers who organised the tour.
It was well conducted and very worth
while, not only for the pleasure it gave
members who participated, but because of
its great educational value.

I had one or two outstanding impres-
sions. 1 was tremendously impressed by
all T saw and I suppose if we traversed
here all those things that were shown to
us. and all of the developments we saw
while in the north, it would take a long

time. I wish to comment briefly on one or
two aspects, especially the Ord River
scheme,

I do this, because the electorate I repre-
sent did, at one time, contain the whole
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of the State’s irrigation district. I was
particularly interested in the irrigation
activities at EKununurra. I believe the
Government should be offered every possi-
ble encouragement to push on with the
major scheme; and members here should
offer every support they can to the Gov-
ernment in its approach t0 the Common-
wealth for the additional $70,000,000, or
thereabouts, required for the construction
of the main dam and the extension of
the scheme to cover the full 170,000-o0dd
acres available to irrigation in the Ord
River valley.

I believe, too, we should encourage the
Government to press on with this because
of the need for a balanced development
of the north. We know of the tremendous
mineral wealth of the north, and of the
mining activities that are taking place, but
I do think we need te be reminded
that with mining activities everything is
taken out and nothing put back; but, with
agricultural development, something is put
in, and there is a good refurn to the
country in accordance with what is put
back.

There is no doubt, too, that agriculture
will attract a greater number of people to
the noarth than perhaps will mining,
because many of the mining activities are
concentrated in particular areas, whereas
it might be possible in the areas not given
over to mining activities to expand agri-
cultural pursuits.

A point which impressed me about the
Ord River scheme, and one which has not
been given sufficient mention, is the type
of farmer who has been =allotted land
there. These people in the agricultural
area have been hand-picked from various
ones who applied for blocks; and because
they are hand-picked we can expect 8
great deal of them. It has been no sur-
prise to me that, as each year has gone
by and the returns have come in from the
annual erops, there has been a marked
increase in production.

It is very evident to me that in the pro-
gress of time these farmers are learning
what their land will best produce and how
to get more from it. I might mention, too,
that these farmers are being assisted by
some of the best technical officers it is
possible to provide, having regard to
their particular region; but, all in all, we
should take into account the fact that we
have some very skilled farmers in that
area. I anticipate that production will
inerease annually, as it has done in the
past several seasons.

I was impressed with the country from
an irrigation point of view. Ne doubt,
this land will produce all that is claimed
for it, and, perhaps, even more. When one
thinks that one dam on the Ord River will
provide sufficient water to irrigate 170,000
acres, one reallses it is, indeed, a tremen-
dous scheme. There are also other areas
in the north such as the Fitzroy delta,
which has the same tremendous potential.
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The other point which impressed me
was the beef cattle industry in the north,
particularly as this past season has seen
8 scarcity of beef cattle and meat prices
have been very high. We have also to
think of the present overseas markets
which we have and the fact that these
markets are expanding. From what I
have seen, one of the greatest contribu-
tions to the beef cattle industry in the
north is the provision of beef roads and
the contribution made by the State and
Commonwealth Governments in providing
the sum of money they have over the past
several years, 1961 to 1966. I think
some $14,000,000 has been spent on the
provision of roads under the beef-roads
scheme, and 1 believe a further $3,000,000
is to be made available for the 1966-8§7
year.

From my observations, made while in the
north, I think one of its greatest needs
is good roads, particularly as most of the
cattle these days are brought in by recad
train.

The damage done to the cattle is much
ta¢c extensive to be disregarded. I have
talked with a number of station owners
who have said that some of their losses
have been of considerable magnitude over
a period of time. When the roads are
very rough the cattle get down in the
trucks. Good roads will overcome this
problem, and will permit more rapid
transport of stock from the station pro-
perties to the abaiteirs or ports. Con-
sidering the number of cattle now being
handled—I think we were told that this
year at Derby there were some 10,000 head
going through the abattoirs; at Wyndham
some 25,000 head; and at Broome, approxi-
mately 24,000 head—something needs to
be done. Of course, to those figures can
be added the many hundreds which are
brought south by ship for the metropoli-
tan market. The cattle industry is a
very big one and it makes a big contri-
bution to the economy of Western Aus-
tralia, It is an industry to which assist-
ance, in the provision of good roads, is
very valuable indeed.

I hope that in the light of the ex-
perience now being gained in the con-
struction of roads in some of the out-of-
the-way places, we might further extend
gome of the roads used by the cattle pro-
ducers.

Mr. Rhatigan: We have to keep the elec-
torate of Wellington functioning.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: I know the mem-
ber for Kimberley has had something to
say along these lines, and 1 offer my
support because I consider this is one
way in which substantial help can be
given to the industry.

The cattle industry is one in respect of
which, perhaps, the station people have
to help themselves. But when it comes to
the provision of roads, that is where they
cannot help themselves, and it is one way
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the Government can give substantial help
for the progress of the industry. I put
this observation forward as one of the
matters that impressed me during our
visit to the north,

I do not want to go into the other
aspects of that visit except to say again
that the taking of members of Parliament
in a group on a tour of inspection, and
showing them what is going on and what
assistance is being given to particular
areas by the Government, and allowing
them to form their own opinions as to
what is required for the future, is a very
worth-while undertaking indeed.

I notice that the Federal Treasurer, in
his Budget, has again offered assistance
to the farmers of this State—or the far-
mers of Australin—by way of a subsidy
on superphosphate; ahd in addition g sub-
sidy on nitrogenous fertilisers. The figure
of £80 per ton was mentioned for nitrogen.

Mr. Norton: Was the filsure £80 or $80?

Mr. 1. W. MANNING: 1 am sorry; the
ficure is $80 per ton. 'This is a worth-
while move. We in Western Australia will
obtain considergble benefit from this sub-
sidy because, as Is generally known,
throughout the South-West Land Division
the soil types are not as rich as those in
some other parts—or most other parts—
of Australia. Additives to superphosphate
such as the minor elements and nitro-
genous fertilisers are a real necessity. The
subsidy, and the thinking behind the pro-
vision of it, will be of tremendous assistance
to Western Australia.

Undoubtedly, if the Federal Government
saw fit to offer a subsidy after looking at
the Australia-wide picture, Western Aus-
tralia should benefit because of our greater
use of, and greater need for, this type of
fertiliser.

I want to direct the Government's at-
tention to another matier, one which con-
cerns ex-servicemen. My atfention has
been drawn to the fact that we offer a
great deal of assistance to ex-members of
the Navy, Army, and Air Force. There
has been some extension of the benefits to
eligible merchant navy men. In fact, I
think the only assistance given to ex-
servicemen which is not given to ex-mer-
chant navy men is the granting of land
with conditional purchase benefits. I refer
Lo the benefits offered to ex-servicemen of
the Army, Navy, and Air Force, As far as
I can ascertain assistance is granted to
the merchant navy men under all other
headings. What I want to draw the Gov-
ernment’s attention to is that if it was
zood enough to give assistance under =zll
the other headings to merchant navy men,
that assistance could well be extended to
cover the conditional purchase conditions,

I will read a brief passage from the
Land Act, It is from scetion 139B, and it
indicates that assistance may be given to
anyone—

—who became a member of any of the
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naval, military or 2ir forces of His

Majesty the King—
at any time during the period of the war
which commenced on the 3rd September,
1939; and that section of the Act also sets
out the type of assistance which is given.
I would ask the Governmeni to look at
this because I think that if assistance has
been given under various headings it
should also be given under this one.

I notice that one or two other members
touched on the question of housing. I
have mentioned before, and I would like
to reiterate this point, that housing is one
means by which we can assist decentralisa-
tion. We often find in some of the smaller
country towns that there are only one or
two applicants for houses. In most cases,
in my experience, the need of the people
who have made the applications has been
considerable and would certainly match
any that I know of in the more closely
settled areas. However, because of the
small number of applicants in those towns,
little consideration is given to them. In
the interests of the pecple in those small
ceatres, I think we might have a look at
this matter with some sympathy. I alse
think we can look at this from the point
of decentralisation, because if houses are
readily and reasonably obtainahle in the
small country centres it is much easier to
get people to live in those places.

One other brief poini I want to make
is that during my travels and visits to
other areas, I have never ceased to be
amazed at the great service that is
rendered to the State by our senior civil
servants. We have many men throughout
the Public Service in Western Australia
who are making a tremendous contribu-
tion to the development of this State. and
while we do expect people on the pay-
roll of the State Government to work from
9 a.m. to 5 p.n., much more is the case
with most of our senior men. I take the
opportunity, during the debate on this
motion, to say that I have noticed, on
many occasions, that these people work
long hours and work hard—far beyond
the call of duty in many cases. It is good
to know that this State is so well served
by senior public servants.

I would not be prepared to name the
people concerned or the departments from
which they come, because what I have
mentioned applies generally. I have
noticed, particularly in recent times, that
given the right encourapement hy the
Ministers in the various departments, it is
remarkable to what heights the men can
go. I express appreciation for what I
have seen of senior civil servants, and for
what they are doing.

1, along with other members, regret the
departure from this House of Mr. Fred
Islip, our ex-senior Clerk. I feel that each
of us in this House has come to appre-
ciate what he meant to the Legislative
Assernbly. I have been in this Chamber
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now for some 18 years and during that
period I came to appreciate the services
which Mr. Islip rendered to the House, and
his ready advice to us at any time we
sought it. I express appreeiation for the
service that he rendered to this Chamber
a?ld the assistahce he gave to me person-
ally.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn)
{8.13 pm.l: It is customary for members,
when speaking to the Address-in-Reply—
or the motion—to refer to matters of in-
terest to their electorates, or to one or
more subjects in which they have more
than a passing interest. I was impressed
the other evening by the contribution
made by the membeér for Perth when he
remarked on the necessity to alter the
Standing Orders.

At the cutset, I wish to make this point
that whatever i1s done In regard to the
alteration of Standing Orders, I would
urge private members to ensure that the
rights which they still have left to them
are retained, It has been suggested that
speeches are too long; that an hour is
given for the Address-in-Reply. What is
wrong with an hour for speaking to the
Address-in-Reply?

A member: It all depends on who is
speaking.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Exactly. And it also
depends on the type of electorate. Many
members speak for 15 minutes or 30
minutes or 40 minutes, as the case may be,
but if a member desires to make a com-
prehensive examihation of the problems
of his electorate, where is the place to do
it? Where is there a better place than on
the floor of the House? This is one oppor-
tunity for 4 private member to speak for
an hour if he so desires.

A member who may have a close, com-
pact electorate may have very few prob-
lems; hut another member with a far-
fiung electorate and a diversity of Interests
and industries may require a longer time.
He may adopt a different method of pre-
senting his case to Ministers. Why shoutd
he not be allowed to carry on as at pre-
sent? On the supply Bills and the general
Estimates he is given another opportunity,
but it must be remembered-——and I would
impress on private members to recognise
this—that members, more particularly in
the Btate Parliament, are spokesmen for
the individual electors.

They are the spokesmen and the repre-
seniatives of their particular electorates
and, as such, it s their bounden duty to
present the viewpoints of their eleetors,
and any problems assoclated therewith,

T would say that if any attempt is made
to curtail, or restrict further the rights
of members, I will vigorously oppose it
while I am here. As far as I can see {here
have been no abuses of the Standing
QOrders, and 1 suggest to members that
they retain the rights they now have.

(15)
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Also, s regards the matter of questions,
with or without notice, & meémber can-
not be expected to be conversant with all
subjects or all problems which arise in his
electorate and, as & oonsequence, if a
citizen of this country, or an elector asks
him to obtain information as soon as he
can, and as directly as he can, from the
Minister, it should be the right of the
member concerned to frame his question
as he thinks fit and submit it to the Min-
ister.

Cabinet is responsible to the electorates
—t0 the State—and I would suggest that
if there is any curtallment in regard to the
framing of questions it will be an infringe-
ment of the rights of members and it
should be vigorously opposed. Questions
without notice are asked at the discretion
of the Speaker; and, &s far as I can see,
over the years there has been no trans-
gression of our rights or privileges, if I
may call them that, in this connection.

On the matter of Standing Orders, since
they have been quoted, I agree to a certain
extent with the member for Perth, who
said that the progress of Bills could be
expedited.

Mr, Davies: Hear, hear!

Mr, W, HEGNEY: Bui, after all, not
such a great deal of time is taken up with
the first reading; and, initially, only the
Minister knows what is in the Bill at that
stage. The next day he moves the second
reading and then the Committee stage
follows. Some members have suggested
that cértain Bills are not contentious, and
that the Committee stage should be ex-
pedited.

That is a matter of opinion. With a
certain Bill one member may think it is
quite all right, and it should be able to
go through without any opposition; where-
as another member may have a different
view. The idea of the Committee stage
is to deal with a Bill clause by clause to
ensure that nothing is agreed to without
due consideration being given to it. Then
the third reading takes place shortly after
the Committee stage has been agreed to.
That is in accordance with our Standing
Orders.

However, while speaking of Standing
Orders I would like {op refer to two or
three of them which deal with the open-
ing of Parliament. For some time I have
thought that there is a degree of super-
fluity in the opening of Parliament and
the proeedures adopted on that day. 1
would refer members to Standing Order
29 which reads—

When the reasons for calling Parlia-
ment together are announced by Com-
missioners appointed by the Governor,
the same forms shall be observed by
the Assembly as when the Governor
opens Parliament in person.

Standing Order 30 reads—

On the receipt of the Message to
attend the Qovernor to hear his
Speech, the Speaker with the House
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shall attend at the place appointed by
the Governor,

And 31 reads—

The Speaker and the House having
heard the Governor's Speech, and be-
ing in their own Chamber, the House
may then adjourn during pleasure.

And so they go on. I see no reason why
we should attend anywhere else at the
opening of Parliament; and I believe that
the office of State Governor should be
abolished. I am not reflecting on any
hoilder of the office, but simply on the
office of Governor of this State. I say,
without any qualification whatever, that
one representative of the Crown in Aus-
tralia is sufficient. Australia is one coun-
try, not six; and why is it necessary fo
have six representatives of the Crown for
11,000,000 people? Canada has one Gov-
ernor-Ceneral representing the Crown.

It was all right to have a State Governor
in 1929: it was all right to have one before
1890, or before 1901, when federation was
established, When responsible government
was established in Waestern Australia in
1890 there were six individual States, but
in 1901 Australia was woven into one Com-
monwesalth — one indissoluble Common-
wealth and not six individual States. Yet
we still have the time-honoured custom,
or the tradition, of having a representative
of the Crown in each and every State.

Incidentally, the boundaries of the States
were only theoretical in the earlier years,
and everyone knows the history of the
development of New BSouth Wales, Port
Jackson, Moreton Bay, Port Phillip,
Adelaide, the Swan River Colony, and
Van Dieman’s Land. But we have pro-
gressed until now we have one Common-
wealth of Australia.

Many vears ago Queensland abolished
its second Chamber and now there is only
one House in that Btate. Therefore I see
no reason to retain the second Chamber
here.

In round figures it costs the people of
the State between $80,000 and $100,000 to
maintain the Governor's establishment,
and I would think the Government would
be well advised to constder abolishing this
superfluous office, with all its gubernatorial
attachments.

Mr. Bovell: And with it the sovereign
rights of the State,

Mr. W. HEGNEY: There are no
sovereign rights; and, in any case, if there
are, those sovereign rights ecan be main-
tained. I am not a constitutional lawyer,
but I suggest that this Parliament—not
this House—has the undoubted right—the
constitutional right—at the moment to
pass legislation to abolish the office of
Goavernor and appoint the Chief Justice to
carry on with any of the ceremonial work
that may be required,

Now to return to the question of the
futili*y of having two Chambers in this
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State. As I have just said, the State of
Queensland abolished the second Chamber
many years ago and for years now Liberal
Governments have carried an with the one
Chamber in that State. I understand, too.
that in New Zealand the Liberal Govern-
ment abolished the second Chamber be-
cause it was afraid that Labor would gain
control of it and obstruct the Govern-
ment's legislation. However, the point is
that those Parliaments are carrying on
with one Chamber.

Mr. Court: That is not a good reason
for abolishing it.

Mr, W. HEGNEY: When I was very
young, and that is a long time ago, I was
led to believe that the Upper House, as it
is called, or the Legislgtive Council, or
another place, as you would have me call
it, Mr. Speaker, or the House of Review,
existed to prevent the hasty passing of
legislation. However, after I hegan to take
an active interest in politics in this State
I found that that was all—

Mr, J. Hegney: Hooey,

Mr., W. HEGNEY: —false. I could use
another name for that but, as my brother
has just said, I found it fo be all hooey.

Mr, Court: You bave found it useful on
oceasions.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I found out very
?gnartly just how much of a party House
was.

Mr. Bickerton: And what a party they
have.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: In those days there
was a property qualification applied to
electors of members of that Chamber, but
now the position is even more ridiculous.
Can anyone successfully argue the point.
or say where there is justification, in a
State llke Western Australia, with about
870,000 people, and an area of 976,920
square miles, for having two Houses of
Parliament elected on the adult franchise
basis, one with 50 members—and the num-
ber will be increased to 51 in the next
Parliament—and one with 30 members?

There are 15 provinces represented in
the Counecil, with two members to each
province, and each province averages four
or five Assembly electorates, Without in-
troducing the party aspect, while this Gov-
ernment is in power it has a majority in
both Houses and it can pass any legislation
it likes. Tt is entitled to do that because
the people of the State gave it a majority
to carry on with the affairs of the State.
But what about the second Chamber? The
policy of the Liberal Party is the same in
both Houses, and the Country Party is
part of the coalition Government. There-
fore the other Chamber is merely an echo
of this one.

However, when a Labor Government has
been in office the Legislative Couneil has
been very ohstructive in regard to its legis-
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lation. I do not know the actual amount
involved, but if the Legislative Counecil
were abolished-—and I am sure that if a
referendum were taken the majority of the
people of this State would be in favour of
abolishing it—at least $300,000 a year
would be saved. It would be far better to
have three more Ministers in this House.
The $300,000 saved each year could be put
to far better use, such as the training of
additional teachers, the provision of more
classrooms, and so on.

T now wish to refer {o the poor perform-
ance of this Government in regard to one
particular matter which is of vital im-
portance to the industrial workers of
this State—the Workers' Compensation
Act. I have vivid recollections of the days
when £1 was allowed for medical and hos-
pital expenses. Many years ago a Labor
Government, increased that sum to £100
and, over the years, we on this side of the
House have tried to remove from the in-
jured worker all legal liability for hospital
and medical expenses. We have by agita-
tion over the years gone a fair distance in
this connection but there still remains that
liability on the injured worker which we
desire removed,

On four occasions I was deputed by the
Opposition to introduce motions from this
side of the House to try to impress upon
the Government—the Liberal Government
—the necessity to bring the provisions of
the Workers' Compensation Act up to date.
We know the previous Minister for Labour,
acting under instructions from his Gov-
ernment, postponed introducing appropri-
ate legislation.

I do not intend to quote any figures be-
cause any member who desires can in-
vestigate the position in other States, and
in the Commonwealth, but Western Aus-
tralia is dragging its feet in regard to
workers’ compensation payments. A few
years ago our payments were the average
of the other States but now they are well
below them. Since a Labor Government
was returned to power in South Australia
it has done much to improve the position
there, and we ask the Minister in charge
of the legislation in this State to give
serious consideration to the introduction
of legisiation this session to bring our
Workers' Compensation Act into line with
modern trends.

If that is done it will at least show the
Government has some recognition of the
rights of people who may be injured in
the course of their employment. I refer
now to the question of medical payments,
Ilump-sum payments for injured workers,
and payments to dependants of deceased
workers, apart altogether from hospital
and medical expenses.

As regards the State Government In-
surance Office, on five different occasions
I was deputed by the Labor Government {o
introduce legislation to provide that the
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activities of that office be extended to
enable it to engage in all forms of insur-
ance. Of course, we had a majority in the
Legislative Assembly, elected by the people:
but when the legislation passed this House
on those five occasions it was defeated in
anagther place, In fact, on one ocea-
sion the Bill passed the second read-
ing stage and the General Manhager
of the State Government Insurahce Office,
whom I met in the passage said to me, “I
think the Bill will go through.” I replied,
“You had better wait for the third read-
ing to be passed.” About half an hour
afterwards the third reading of the Bill
was taken and it was defeated. I men-
tion that as a wmatter of interest to illus-
trate how legislation can be destroyed.

I now wish o refer to another subject
which is of importance not only to the
working people but also to small trades-
people. I refer to the hesitancy of the
Government in introducing restrictive
trade practices legislation. Some years
ago the Government introduced a Bill
which became known as the Trade Asso-
ciations Registration Act, but it is innocu-
ous, harmless, and has done nothing to pro-
teet the small traders of Western Austra-
lia; and, as the member for Victoria Park
has pointed out, collusive tendering still
continues. Some people call it “conscious
parallelism”. It is collusive tendering,
and I am satisfied the Government is pay-
ing a great deal more for the materials
and goods it purchases under the pres-
ent unrestricted system than it wounld pay
if there were legislation on the Statute
book which was based on lines similar to
the restrictive trade practices legislation.
If this legislation were in operation it
would prevent collusive tendering and
would prevent people from conspiring—
that is my word for it—to rob the Gov-
ernment and anyone else they can.

I know there are small business people
in this community who are pressurised into
doing certain things, otherwise they would
not be supplied with materials and goods
which are necessary for the conduct of
their businesses. It took the Common-
wealth Government about five years (o
pass the Trade Practices Act now
on the Statute bock. I followed the
passage of the legislation very closely from
the time it was handled by Sir Garfleld
Barwick; and now I find, after about four
or five years, that a conference of Com-
monwealth and State Ministers has been
held; and we are entitled to know, as
representatives of the people of this State,
what the Government proposes to do fol-
lowing the passing of this Commonwealth
law. We want to know whether it pro-
poses to shelve legislation relating to it
and do nothing about it, because it is
necessary for the State, together with other
States, to pass complementary legislation
to give full cffect to the Trade Practices
Act.
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ME. KELLY (Merredin-Yilgarn) [8.33
p.m.]: I join with other members in mak-
ing a brief comment on the very meritori-
aus services rendered to this House by Mr.
Fred Islip who retired only recently and
who, I am eertain, has been instrumental
In imparting at least some knowledge of
parliamentary procedure to many new
members in not only a friendly, but also
in a very helpful way. 1 also wish to
congratulate those officers who, on Mr.
Islip’s retirement, have moved up the lad-
der and are now occupying the next grade
in the important positions held by officers
of Parliament,.

Whilst in this frame of mind I express
my appreciation to the Minister for the
North-West and to the officers under his
charge who were responsible for arrang-
ing a trip by members of both Houses
of Parliament to the north of this State.
I am sure I ¢an say that all members
were highly impressed with the trip, and
would consider that the Minister and
the Government should be congratulated
on the decision to send members of the
parties of both Houses into the north-west
to enable them to see, perhaps for the
first time, much of the wealth that exists
there, and the methods that are now being
used to develop it.

In view of the way the irip was orga-
nised, and the enlightenment and educa-
tional wvalue that each member gained
from it, the trip could easily be described
as flawless, The only desire that members
may have had lay in the hope that the
little “tongue” In the whistle that was
blown by the Minister would fall out at
some time or another. However, that did
not happen, although I think he did ease
off a bit with it towards the end of the
trip.

I have one or two minor matters to bring
forward which concern the Minister for
Works.

Mr. Bickerton: You will not get any
satisfaction from him!

Mr. KELLY: The Minister need not
develop any ulcers in anticipation of what
I am ahout to say. Members will prob-
ably have noticed that on the extreme
edges of some of our main highways a
white line has been painted, which is very
distinct. It marks the edge of the road.
between the bitumen and the gravel, very
clearly, and it is very effective. I have
heard a great deal of comment about this
white line from people who have found
it extremely helpful at night, and, con-
versely, I have not heard one single ad-
verse criticism of it.

I now wish to express the hope that the
Minister has every Intention of painting
a similar white line on the edges of the
roadway on all the main highways of the
State.

Mr. Craig: It is gradually being extended
to all highways.
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Mr. KEELLY: I understand that it comes
under the Minister's department, does it
not?

Mr. Craig: No; it comes under the juris-
diction of my colleague, the Minister for
Works.

Mr. KELLY: However, when all the
edges of the main highways are painted
with a white line I am certain it will
eliminate, to a great extent, many of the
accidents that now occur on our main
roads. There are many drivers who are
nervous of going too close to the edge of
the road and, as & resul, they drive too
near to the centre of the road and very
often accidents oeccur.
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Mr. Craig: It also serves to protect the
road edges.

Mr. KELLY: I suppose it would have
that effect, too. The other matter I wish
to raise, which also concerns the Minister
for Works, relates to road signs. In this
instance the comments I have heard have
not been very complimentary to the
Minister. I am referring to the signs
which have been placed at intervals slong
the Great Eastern Highway on which are
painted the numerals “94”. Many people
consider that this sign is incomplete and
that it is not readily understood by g
great number of people, particularly
travellers from the Eastern States, and
also those people who have not resided
in the State for any length of time. The
sign is just an enigma to many of those
people.

_Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It is a standard
sign.

Mir. KELLY: It is & standard sign so
far as the numerals “94” are concerned.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It follows the
same system that is used in the Eastern
States.

Mr. KELLY: But that does not mean
it conveys a clear meaning to motorists.
We have various signs erected along our
highways which indicate to the motorist
the speed limit, the position of truck
bays, curves in the road, and so on, All
those signs, however, are indicative of
what they are supposed to represent.

Mr. Craig: The member for Balcatta
said there should not be any wording at
all on signs erected at the sides of roads.

Mr. KELLY: The Minister would know
that in all countries where signs are
erected on the highways to indicate the
number of the highway, there is some
further indication to indicate to motorists
that it is the highway number. There-
fore, I am of the opinion it is not too
late for the signs that are already
erected an the Great Eastern Highway
to be fitted with some plate or device on
which is painted the word “highway.”

Mr. Rushton: I think they are shown on
the mileposts in the Eastern States.
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- Mr. KELLY: That may be so, but in
overseas countries the signs that are
erected are not small by any means. In
fact, they are large signs on which are
painted the word and numerals “Highway
101", or whatever the number of the high-
way may be.

Mr. Davies: What about ‘‘route”?

Mr. KELLY: The member for Victoria
Park suggested that the word “route” be
used. I am not particular which ward is
used as long as it gives to the motorist
some indication of what it is meant to
convey.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The member for
Balcatta did not seem {o think that was
a good ides,

Mr. KELLY: There would be a lot of
obinions on this subject, but the practice
of showing the word 'highway" on the
sign is widespread. Even if the existing
signs on our highways are not altered,
I would point out that they are rather
small. Most countries overseas seem to
take greater pride in their highways be-
cause, when indicating the highway num-
ber, they use a much larger sign.

I am firmly convinced that the word
“highway” could be painted on to the
existing sign, or a small plate fiited to the
same post to indicate what the sign really
means. I think that would have an ex-
tremely good effect and would be the
means of eliminating any controversy or
adverse comments from motorists. After
all is sald and done, the figures on the
sign are quite meaningless except to those
who knaow it is highway 94. For those who
do not Kknow, it is just left to their
imagination to work out what the num-
erals mean. I am quite sure there are
many people who would use thet high-
way for the first time and would not
know what the numerals meant.

I bring that matter to the Minister’s
notice, because my attention has been
drawn to it on many occasions, and if
the Minister agreed to add the word “high-
way" to the sign, it would be & great im-
provement.

I now wish to speak on the subject of
copper. Once again it is found that copper
has not only hit the headlines, but has
also affected the economy of meany coun-
tries. I think some reference was made to
copper by the memher for Victoria Park
and the member for Wellington. I know
that on several oceastons in this House
in the past reference has been made to
copper, but mainly hecause it is used in
the manufacture of superphosphate. On
this occasion, however, the increase in the
price of copper has been much greater,
and its effect has been more widespread,
than any increase has been in the past.

As I mentioned a moment ago, previous-
ly any increase in the price of copper was
felt, because it was reflected in the price
of superphosphate, and its cost of man-
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ufacture. Very little effect was felt in
other parts of the State, or in other eoun-
tries. With this recent price increase, how-
ever, the price of householders’ lines will be
affected. The price increase will also have
a bearing on the cost of motorcars, on
copper pipe, and copper fittings, and even
on the cost of brass fittings. What rela-
tionship there is between brass and copper
in regard to the manufacture of various
brass fittings, I would not know, but ap-
parently there is some reason for the ex-
tremely steep rise in the price of brass
fittings as well as copper fittings, and
there is no doubt this will have a detri-
mental effect throughout the whole of this
State.

This is the second price disturbance in
12 months, but by far the worst we have
had in 25 years. At times during the World
War the prices of all minerals fluctnated
considerably. Any increase in the price of
minerals that took place during the war
was determined according to the import-
ance & particular mineral had from the
point of view of the war effort.

These wvery acute fluctuations in the
price of copper are not justified, It is all
very well to say that certain factors in-
fluence the price in some countries, but
that does not detract from the fact that
there is no less quantity of copper being
manufactured in Australia today compared
with two or even seven years ago. In most
of the countries where copper is being
recovered in large quantities, the labour
costs are not high. Perhaps the custom of
those eountries is that there is not a need
for a high remuneration of the work fores,
Nevertheless, now and again we are held
to ransom in some form or other in the
determination of the price of copper.

On this occasion we are told that the
high cost In Chile and Zambia, I think,
has brought about the very steep increase
in price. It seems rather ridiculous that we
in Australin—which is producing in Mt.
Isa alone somewhere in the order of 80,000
tons a year, and elsewhere smaller amounts
—should have to face the steep increase
in price when our total consumption is
only 90,000 tons. Yet we permit copper to
be expoerted from Western Australia.

I consider that the outlook of both the
Commonwealth and the State Governments
on copper is far too casual. No great at-
tempt has been made by those Govern-
ments to play any part in either keeping
the prices of copper within bounds, or
carrying out exploratory work to bring
about a greater supply of copper and there-
fore a better control of world prices.

As a matter of fact, the price structure
of copper at present is completely out of
hand. There are no two ways about that,
and there is no other way of looking at
the situation. The price structure has
reached an astronomical level, and the
steep increase will, undoubtedly, have an
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effect on many of the activities in the lives
of the Australian people.

I understand one of the earlier estimates
of the effect of the rise in the price of cop-
per on the Australian economy is some-
where in the vicinity of $30,000,000, That
is only a guess, and my guess is that it
will be much higher than that, because
there is hardly an avenue where the effect
of this steep rise will not be felt. Becalse
of that it looks as if the time is ripe when
some remedial action should, at least, be
taken by both the Commonwealth and
State Governments, If we are to rectify
this very unsatisfactory position.

Towards the end of April, 1966, Zambian
copper producers incregsed the price from
$840 to about $1,250 a ton, but the London
Metal Exchange quotations on the very
same day reached $1,667 a ton, I am told.
I sajd there was no justification for such
steep rises. I think the figures given in
relation to the rise in the price of copper
indicate very clearly that some funny
business is going on.

I saw a reference to the figure which
will apply to the people in Britain from
the point of view of house construction,
where copper is used for water reticulation
and for other purposes. It was estimated
there would be a rise of $125 a house. This
is a tremendous rise, when it is viewed in
terms of the whole nation. Here in Aus-
tralia where the home-building rate is
continuing to grow the effect will be even
greater than Iin some of the other
countries.

On the 27th April Jast I read that an
assurance had been given by the Mt. Isa
company that local copper would remain
at $870 = ton, but on the 17th of this
month we find that copper rose in price
to $1,250 a ton. Very quickly following on
that $1,250 flgure being reached, we were
told that the price would be dropped by
$100 a ton, and the new price would be
$1,150 a ton. But this is still an exorbitant
price which industry, particularly primary
industry, will pay; and it will pay a big
swag of the total increase. Added to that
is the fact that every home being built will
be affected in some way or another, and
50 will the Government to a lesser or larger
degree.

Why we in Australia should be related
to the London Metal Exchange I <o not
know. It looks as if we are to be so re-
lated for all similar tranhsactions in the
future. This is difficult to understand,
particularly when within Australla we are
producing sufficient copper for the whole
of the country’s requirements. Evidently
some monkey business is going on! It is
high time the Government stepped in and
took some action.

Several suggestions come to my mind as
to the steps the Government could take.
It could appoint a top-ranking official or
a three-man commission to work out
effective measures for the immediate con-
tro! of all copper.

(ASSEMBLY.)

In speaking of copper, I naturally In-
clude copper scrap because it is in this
feld that a tremendous profit is being
raked off by secondhand dealers through-
out this and other States. To overcome
the law as it now stands, these people, I
am told, burn old wire and copper and do
all sorts of things with copper generally
to make it into sheet form. They wind it
around drums and it then becomes a
manufactured article. If that is not sheer
deviation, I do not xnow what is!

I do not know why the State Govern-
ment cannot adopt the outlook that copper
is just as essential to us as iron ore, gold,
or anything else. Perhaps it is a lot more
50, because not very many people use iron
ore, but a tremendous number use copper.
The time is ripe for the Government to
subsidise the search for copper. I do not
say that the present Government is the
only one at fault, but very little has heen
done in regard to copper. The present
Government, perhaps wisely in many ways,
encourages the search by private enterprise
for minerals. Perhaps that relieves the
Government of some responsibility, but
where copper is concerned not much in-
terest is displayed.

A few parties are engaged searching for
copper, but not many. I asked some ques-
tions recently as to the term used in His
Excellency's Speech. It was a very nhice
adjective, but apparently did not mean
vary much.

The time has come when we as a State
should undertake a much more intensive
search for copper than has ever heen
undertaken in the past. In order to en-
courage men to look for this mineral, a
siibsidy should be placed on it. No great
rash will occcur and therefore it will not
be beyond the Government's means to pro-
vide the necessary money. It is rather a
difficult mineral to find and the search in
the past has been on a hit-and-miss basis
instead of being organised. Such an
organised search is warranted because of
the wealth to be gained from the mineral.

The Government should also encourage
financially the research into the upgrading
of new and known deposits. Surface finds
exist all over Western Australia and very
little extension work has been carried out
an them. In some cases the original pros-
pector has worked on a very slender
purse. He has mined some of the metal,
collected a small parcel together, and
taken it to the nearest treatment plant
capable of handling copper residues, only
to find that the grade was too low for him
to proceed.

In most of these cases only the surface
has been scratched and the copper lode
would not have settled down. This has
heen the procedure for the past 25 to 30
vears and no tangible results have bheen
achieved because of the methods adopted
and the lack of financial backing. There-
fore in most cases the only ore that has
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been crushed or treated has been weather-
beaten, poor-quality ore which has not
given a true indication of the quality of
the ore at any great depth.

I could name 20 or 30 instances where
such ventures have been commenced, but
very soon deserted because the grade was
found to be too low. The next move
should be an attempt to upgrade the
copper. I have heard it said that to do that
is expensive, The installation of plant
would he expensive, but so is copper at
$1,200 a ton. The situation has been
reached where any further rise could quite
easily create a minor upset not only in
Western Australia, but throughout the
rest of the world.

We should keep this problem foremost
in our minds and endeavour to upgrade
our copper in order that we might be able
to utilise it, T am sure that this would
ke much cheaper in the long run than to
buy copper at the high price it is bring-
ing now.

Another matter which has heen talked
of many times in the eastern goldfields is
the establishment of a treatment plant.
One did exist in Kalgoorlie for quite a long
time, but its methods were rather obsolete.
Nevertheless over a period of years many
crushings were treated and reasonable
results were obtained. The time has
arrived for the establishment of a modern,
up-to-date plant in the eastern goldfields
as near as possible to the known deposits.
It should be placed in an advantageous
position so that the ore which, although
of a low standard, is sufficiently good
enough to warrant a treatment plant, can
be treated.

Even if the price of copper fell back to
$780, which it was originally, it would still
be far too dear, but at the present time
it is not within reach of the reasonable
price which has been maintained over the
years.

Finally, I think the same practice which
has applied over the years in connection
with the recovery of gold, where there is
a method of subsidising cartage by pros-
pectors, should be used. I think the sub-
sidy is somewhere in the vieinity of 12s. 6d.
per ton mile, or something like that. Pros-
pectors throughout Western Australia
have, over a period of years, been able to
exist on this maintenance money and, in
many cases, have completely justified the
expenditure by the State by eventually get-
ting on to very good gold. Of course, in
doing so, they have repald the amount of
money that was advanced to them,

A cartage subsidy is one way to help
copper production because the copper lodes
are over a fairly large ares of the State.
Naturally, some of the hauls would be quite
long to get the ore to the central plant, I
think the time is right for the Government
to go all out to bring about this change.
There has never been a time in the history
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of Western Australia when we have been
in a worse position as regards copper.

So I bring these matters to the atten-
tlon of the Government because I
genuinely feel we can help to stem this
very difficult situation that has arisen, I
do not think the extremely high prices
will prevail indefinitely; there will be a
levelling out. Perhaps it will be within the
next six months ang will bring the price
down considersbly from what it is today,
but not sufficiently to advantage the in-
dustry as it deserves. I would conclude
on that note and ask the Government to
examine thoroughly the possibility of
bringing about & greater production of
copper by the various means which I have
suggested. I look forward to seeing some
fre:nedial agtion taken within the near
uture.,

MR. CORNELL (Mt. Marshall) 194
p.m.l: I understand that I am the last
batsman in, but I will not last long,
Arthur Mailey, who played cricket for
N.S.W., used to say that when he went
in to bat the horse automatically backed
into the shafts of the roller.

There are only a couple of things I wish
to say. Current day journalism seems to
have resolved into the summing up of the
happenings of the week into a few brief
remarks, and I might adopt that attitude
by summing up the position as I see it:
Boys' hair gets longer; girls’ skirts get
shorter; the Address-in-Reply gets drear-
ier; and the Press coverage of Parliament
gets scantier.

The Address-in-Reply has staggered to
a close; and I, with many others in this
Chamber, very gravely doubt its wisdom.
I have listened to various speeches by
various members. I have drunk milk with
the member for Murray in his electorate;
I have patiently sat and watched the
member for Dale vigorously wield the
parish pump; I have been to the Wyndham
Meat Works with the member for Kim-
berley; and I have, in spirit, visited the
electorates of other members.

I was not here last night whenh the
member for Avon made his speech, but I
understand that he rose at 6 o’clock this
morning and made a persistent search
through The West Australian for some
reference to his speech. He ultimately
ran out of news when he reached the death
notices.

I do not know what is happening to the
Press, but I hope The West Ausiralian does
not employ cost accountants, because it
would get a shock if they looked at the
cost of reportfing the parliamentary de-
bates. At least, of course, whilst the
reporters are not reporting the parlia-
mentary debates, they cannot be accused
of misreporting and be put on the mat for
stating that a member said certain things
which the member denies.

Of course, that would not be new. I



416

came across an extract from the London
Spectaetor of the 16th June, 1866, in which
the then Prince of Wales took the Press to
task bhecause it misreported him.

The Prince was apparently laying a
foundation stone and he made reference
to the fact that “with the sanction of the
Royal predecessor of my mother,” to wit,
Queen Elizabeth. Some {ll-natured re-
porter wrote, “ancestor', instead of "pre-
decessor” and the Prince was a good deal
quizzed for tracing his ancestry to a
malden Queen.

S0, at least, 100 years ago the Press was
bheing accused of misreporting. So if that
occurred when journalism was really a pro-
fession, what would happen today?

The member for Perth advocated the
streamlining of our parliamentary pro-
cedure. There is nothing new in that, of
course, and it seems the proposition has
been exercising the minds of some members
of the House of Commons who consider
that the procedure there is also in need of
some speeding up. The London Spectator
again has some comment on that. It says
that the reasons are many and varied, but
the present reason appears to bhe that—

The intake of new Labour MPs were
impatient not only of parliamentary
proceduralism, but also of the personal
inconvenience to which, owing to the
smallness of the Government's major-
ity, they were subjected.

They did not, at any rate, change
their views at once—for a fair pro-
portion of the 1964 intake, though
hardly converted to traditionalism, are
now somewhat less radical on parlia-
mentary reform than they used to be.

They reckon that once a man gets into
Parliament, he is soon knocked into shape.

The Speclator goes on to say—

No sooner had the 1964 intake begun
to mellow, however, than they were
followed by the numerically larger
intake of 1966, who were, if anything,
even more enthusiastic about the re-
form of Parliament.

The Spectator also states—

At the outset we are confronted by
a difficulty. The various supporters of
parllamentary reform have different
and sometimes inconslstent purposes
in mind. It would be tempting to
follow the Non-conformist preacher
who declaimed: “And here, friends, I
see a difficulty in our path., Let us
lock it fearlessly in the eye, and pass
on.” However, the whele prohlem will
be clearer, though its solution will
inevitably be less tidy, if some account
is given of the varying objects which
contemporary reformers have before
them.

Parliamentary reform, it is ¢laimed,
will '‘save time”., This is all very well
until one inquires whose time it is

[ASSEMBLY.]

that is {0 be saved. The Govern-
ment’s? Or the officlal Opposition’s?
Qr the back-benchers'?

Then the article states—

But the real method of increasing
the prestige of Parliament, one is told,
is not to fiddle with procedure but to
restore to the back-bhencher the power
and the independence that he once
bossessed and has now lost.

I think the writer of the article I have
quoted sums up the position very weil
when he concludes by saying that his final
prediction is that, ‘“despite all this, the
Executive will remain firmly in control of
the House'. How right he is! However,
we have the Address-in-Reply to the Gov-
ernor's Speech and that poses the question
of whether it should not be dispensed with
for two years of the Parliament.

The Premier has said he proposes to
follow tradition and have only one sitting
of Parliament. Here let me interpolaie
by saying that there again we mellow as
we proceed along the tortuous path of par-
liamentary procedure. For instance—if my
memory serves me aright—the Minister
for Lands, when he was a private member,
delivered several homilies on the neces-
sity., and the desirability, of two sessions
of Parliament. However, since he has
been a Minister, of course he has been
pulled into line and one never hears a
great deal from him about two sessions
of Parliament.

Mr. Bovell: I have had far greater ex-
perience since those days.

Mr. CORNELL: I can also remember

that on several oceasions when the then
member for East Perth, now the member
for Balecatta, was in opposition he ad-
vocated that there should be daylight sit-
tirgs of Parliament. However, when he be-
came & member of a Government, day-
light sittings of Parliament passed into
limbo and we still sat up haliway through
the night in order to pass legisiation. As
one cynic said: The fact that we passed
legislation under the light of the moon
was proof conclusive of how silly some of
it was,
. However, I must return to the Address-
in-Reply. To my mind, the opening of
Parliament also could be restricted to once
in every three years., After all, what is
the opening of Parliament but a parade
for the fashion-conscious to display their
wares once a year? If anyone got up in
the House on opening day and delayed the
procedure of Parliament for anything be-
yond the established hour, probably he
would be stoned out of the House. It is a
colossa) time-waster and, in my view, the
quastion of restricting the opening of Par-
liament to onece every three years would
mean that the consequential Address-in-
Reply would be safely eliminated for two
of the three years which comprise a ses-
sion of Parliament.

The Address-in-Reply only e¢nables
members to wend from Dan to Beersheba
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and to raise all kinds of matters when,
possibly, they could get betier results by
making an approach to the appropriate
Ministers. After all, Hansard has such
& limited eirculation—I think each mem-
ber is entitled to eight copies—that when
& member does get into Hansard, what-
ever he says in Parliament is not very
rvit'qely read, because of the limited circu-
ation.

In any event, that is my idea of one
method of streamlining parliamentary pro-
cedures.

Before sitting down, I would like to add
to the remarks of the member who has
just resumed his seat hy paying a tribute
to Mr. Fred Islip, who has retired as an
officer of this Parliament after over 5
years of service. I once told Fred Islip
that he was one of the few people who
graced this House and who had no right
of reply. At least, he had no right of
audible reply! I know for a fact that
what he thought of a lot of members who
wasted tlme in this House was unprint-
able. However, he has retired after a
long, long service in the Parliament of
Western Australia; and may the years
ahead—Ifor himself and his wife—be most
enjoyable,

To the officers who have taken over from
Mr. Islip, I congratulate them on their
preferment and wish them well in their
offices. I look to them for the same
guidance that characterised Mr. Islip's
sojourn in his office.

I trust that, with the disposal of the
Address-in-Reply without amendment, we
will be able {0 get down fo running the
business of the country. I support the
motion.

_ Question put and passed; the Address-
in-Reply thus adopted.

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE
Convening of Meeting

THE SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) [9.14
p.m.]l: With the indulgence of the House—
and I do not wish the members of this
House to get the idea that I wish to ask
their indulgence too frequently, although
this is the second time within two days
that it has happened—I would like to
announce that I have heen asked by the
Premier to convene the Standing Orders
Committee. I informed the Premier that
I proposed to do so after the Address-in-
Reply had finished in order that any
members who might wish to make a con-
tribution along those lines would he en-
abled to do so before the committee met.

I might add that this is the first time
I have received a formal request for the
convening of this committee—the Premier
wrote to me.

I would like to say that my own atti-
tude towards changing Standing Orders is,
of course, that I have no objection to
change. The whole of the British par-
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liamentary institution has conly been able
to remain In existence because of its
capacity to change and to adapt itself to
changing conditlons, However, I think
that change should be very ecarefully con-
stdered and, as at least one member sug-
gested tonight, it should be a change made
after mature consideration—that is, if we
are to change cur Standing Orders—and
not just simply for the sake of change.

I think it would be a fair question if
members were to ask themselves, “What
do we expect from Standing Orders?” It
might be as well to remember that all
Standing Orders are primarily designed
to expedite Government business. In
other words, they tend to work to the
advantage of the Government and to the
disadvantage of the Opposition and, per-
haps, the private member,

1t is true that the usages of the House
go back for many hundreds of years—in
fact, the origin of some of the practices
are lost in antiquity. However, it is also
true that in 1840—when the first edition
of Erskine May’'s work came out—there
were only 14 Standing Orders in the House
of Commons. Therefore, the development
of Standing Qrders in parliamentary his-
tory Is a relatively new one, Actually, the
great majority of the Standing Orders in
the House of Commons—which, in any
case, only amounted to putting into writ-
ing for the most part practices that had
been observed previously—occurred he-
tween, perhaps, 1870 and about 1890.

I believe it has been suggested that the
reason for the development of the Stand-
ing Orders was the somewhat obstructive
tactics that were resorted to by certain
Irish representatives in Parliament who,
at that time, were pressing for home rule.
Possibly, as a result of this, the oppor-
tunities and activities of private members
and back-benchers were somewhat
restricted.

Members should not, gnly ask themselves
what they expect from Standing Orders
and what the object is of Standing Orders
but, also, what the purposes of parlia-
mentary debates are. Is it the intention
that, as a result of debate in the House,
the legislation that is proposed should be
further improved and refined: or is it the
intention merely that the process of intro-
ducing and passing legislation should be
more or less tg put a rubber stamp on
decisions that have been taken by the
Government of the day? If the debates
are not of a standard which has this refin-
ing effect on legislation, then, of course,
there will be the tendency to develop a
sort of “rubber stamp approach” to par-
liamentary procedure.

As to Parliamentary procedure, if the
calibre of the debate is high enough, Par-
liament is fulfiling its proper function;
and the cut and thrust of parliamentary
debate was originally intended to develop
as being a means of improving legislation.
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I am of the opinion that Standing
Orders do not have a great deal to do
with the standard of debate. To a very
large extent, the standard of debate
depends on the ability of the members,
the amount of work they are prepared to
perform in preparing their speeches, and
the amount of research they are prepared
to make, together with the degree of res-
ponsibility they are prepared to accept.
These are the factors which really make
for good debate.

We have had quoted various examples
of the procedures followed in other Par-
liaments. These can he very useful
guides; but here again one should ask one-
self whether the circumstances and con-
ditions under which other Parliaments
work are completely applicable to the Par-
liament of Western Australia, and, also,
whether they are completely desirable.
The Parliament of Jersey Island has been
quoted and our attention drawn to the
number of sessions that are held by that
Parliament, and a comparison was made
with the number of sessions held by that
Parliament and the number held by the
Parliament of Western Australia. I have
been to Jersey Islangd and I have seen its
Parliament, but it was not in session
whilst I was there. It is only an island,
of course, about the size of Rottnesi, and
it is true that it has a very efficient Par-
liament, and we probably could learn a
great deal from it. However, I do pose
the question of whether we would want to
do everything that the Jersey Island Par-
liament does.

The Premier might like to know that
the members of that Parliament are not
paid, and I was wondering whether the
member who was 5o anxious to quote the
example of the Jersey Island Parliament
to us would like to follow its example in
that connection as well. I think he may
have second thoughts on the matter.

The Federal Parliament has alsc been
guoted to us as an example. This is &
Parliament from which I think we could
benefit; but it must be remembered that
the responsibility, the closeness to their
electors, and the type of work members
do in the Commonwealth Parliament is
rather different from the work that we do.
Also, at the moment—through no fault of
any member in the Federal House—we
have very few members in that House who
have ever served their full apprenticeship;
that is, who have sat both in Government
and in Opposition, and one does wonder
whether the procedures and the decisions
that might be made on Standing Orders
in a House in which the vast majority of
members have not had experience of both
sides of the House should necessarily be
the ones that we should accept as shin-
ing examples.

I would like to point out that the Stand-
ing Orders Committee will be convened
as soon as possible, In the meantime, as
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the desire has been expressed for the
transaction of our business to be carried
out more expeditiously, I would suggest
that under the existing Standing Orders
there is considerable opportunity for
speeding up our business. For instance,
it has been suggested that we should adopt
the Federal system of programming Bills:
that the second reading conclude at
a certain stage; that the committee stage
conclude at a certain time; and the third
reading finish at a certain time. We could
achieve much the same effect in this House
with greater ease than is done in the Fed-
eral] House where & motion is brought
forward which covers all sections of the
debate and which, of course, becomes com-
pletely binding on the presiding officer.

I suggest to the Government, and to the
Opposition, that it would be poscible, if
they so desired, for a Minister to introduce
a Bill on Thursday afternoon and to indi-
cate that the Government expected the
debate on the second reading to conclude
on the subsequent Tuesday. This would
give an indication to the House of what
the Government had in mind. We have
provision in our Standing Orders to move
for a debate to be closed at any time. So
it would be possible, in this House, to give
an indication, without being completely
binding, that the second reading of a Bill
could be expected to be concluded, and so
everybody would be given full warning,
under our eXxisting Standing Orders, of the
intention.

This would mean, if this procedure were
adopted, that the Government would have
some flexibility. TFor example, if the time
for asking questions were extended beyond
the normal time, and there happened to
be some unexpected delays brought about
by, say, an urgency motion, allowance
could be made for these delays and the
time for the conclusion of the debate coula
be extended to meet the convenience of
the House.

Various suggestions have also been put
forward to speed up our Committee pro-
cedures. I would point out that our pro-
cedures in Committee are virtually lifted
straight from the procedures in the House
of Commons, which were intrgduced in
that House, of course, for the purpase of
expediting business. The only difference
in this House is that, when necessary, we
form a Committee of the whole; whereas
in the House of Commons, a relatively
small Committee is formed from about 630
members to consider a Bill and it reports
back to the House. Thus the significance
of the Bill is known on receipt of the re-
port from the Commitiee. The House
does not lose control of the Committee,
but this system does mean that the work of
the Committee is done outside the normal
sitting hours of the House, and it is a
procedure which has, unquestionably,
speeded up the work of the House of
Commons.
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I am not suggesting that this short cut
i5 a procedure which this House would wish
to adopt; I am just pointing out that this
system could be implemented under our
Standing Qrders if it were so desired.

Finally, I wish to say that any criticism
levelled against the Speaker is not taken
by me as being personal. I believe it is
quite right and proper for the Speaker
t0 be criticised by the House. After all
is said and done, he is appointed by the
House, and he only remains in his posi-
tion for as long as the House so desires.
For the Speaker to be criticised by people
outside the House is an entirely different
matter, but I repeat that any member of
the House is entitled to express his view
on any action taken by the Speaker, I
do not take such criticism personally, and
I thank the House for the indulgence it
has shown towards me.

BILLS (12): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

1. Rural and Industries Bank Act
Amendment Bill,
2. Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Act

Amendment Bill,

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr.
Bovell (Minister for Lands), and
read a first time.

3. Commonwealth and State Housing
Agreement Bill.
4. State Housing Act Amendment Bill

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr.
O’Neil (Minister for Housing), and
read a first time.

5. Paltixlters’ Registration Act Amendment
Bill.

6. Main Roads Act Amendment Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr.
Ross Hutchinson (Minister for
Works), and read a first time.

7. Potato Growing Industry Trust Fund
Act Amendment Bill.
8. Brands Act Amendment Bill.

9. Grain Pool Act Amendment Bill,
Bills introduced, on motions by Mr.
Nalder (Minister for Agriculture),
and read a flrst time.

10, Country High School Hostels Auth-
ority Act Amendment Bill,

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Lewis (Minister for Education), and
read a first time,.

11, Aerial Spraying Control Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Nalder (Minister for Agriculture),
and read a first time.

12, Licensing Act Amendment Bill
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. May,
and read a first time,

House edjourned aqt 9.39 p.m.
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (19);: ON NOTICE

RETAIL TRADES ADVISORY
COMMITTEE

Female Representation

1. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
for Labour:

(1) Are any of those named on the
Retail Trades Advisory Commit-
tee of feminine gender?

(2) If not, and on the grounds that
wives and/or mothers are prin-
cipal purchasers of household
goods and generally have a better
evaluation of quality and price, on



